
We enable you to broaden your giving by 
building on The Community Foundation of 
Grant County’s philanthropic expertise.
   
We provide highly personalized service 
tailored to each individual’s charitable and 
financial interests.

We are a local organization with deep roots in 
the community.

Our donor-advised funds help people invest in 
the charities they already care about and learn 
about new causes to support.

We accept a wide variety of assets and can 
facilitate even the most complex forms of 
giving.

We offer maximum tax advantages under state 
and federal law.

We multiply the impact of each donation by 
pooling them with other gifts and grants.

We offer permanence to donors through 
endowment funds and multi-generational 
involvement.

We are a community leader, convening 
agencies and coordinating resources to create 
positive change.

It’s hard to get people to agree on just about anything 
anymore—just watch the news. Some like winter, others like 
summer. Some prefer sweet, while others prefer savory. But, there 
is one thing we can all agree on…we hate traffic! 

There’s nothing like a good traffic jam to get your road rage 
engaged and your blood pressure pulsing. Sometimes a traffic 
light is out. Other times there’s a rubbernecker slowing things 
down. And, there’s always the dreaded road construction detour 
ahead sign. It really doesn’t matter the reason; the point is, you’re 
going nowhere fast. 

That’s how many communities operate daily. There are a lot of 
people trying to go somewhere. But, with little coordinated effort, 
they all end up frustrated and out of gas by the end of the day. 
Thankfully, Grant County is saying goodbye to those metaphorical 
traffic jams. We’re on the road with a good set of directions by 
using the collective impact model through Thriving Families, 
Thriving Grant County.

As part of our Community Leadership duties, we made a grant in 
2015 to hire a consultant to help us avoid the traffic jams that 
prevent communities from getting to their desired destination. An 
amazing Guiding Team worked together like cartographers to 
create a map outlining what Grant County families would need to 
thrive.

That’s how Thriving Families, Thriving Grant County was born. It 
became exciting to imagine what it would be like if all of our Grant 
County families were thriving. It got real when we hired Executive 

Scholarship 
crossing

Helping students fund their 
educational dreams since 1984. 

$592,261 awarded in 2017
This year, the monumental generosity of our donors 
connected more Grant County students with the 
opportunity to pursue their dreams through higher 
education. In 2016-17, 115 students received scholarships 
from the Community Foundation. These students have 
access to new skills, opportunities for rewarding careers, 
and the ability to strengthen the workforce after 
graduation.  

To apply for Fall 2018 college scholarships, visit

www.GiveToGrant.org/Scholarship

Driving Directions to the Perfect 
Scholarship Application

A good essay can make or break an application. 
Shortcuts won’t get you there. We have found, in the past, 
that students who receive scholarships have written 
essays that put an X on the map. This might be a great 
time to chart a course to the best 5-paragraph essay of 
your life! The essays should include complete sentences, 
good punctuation, proper spelling and grammar, and an 
easy flow from one paragraph to the next.

When you think about it, there are many students with 
excellent grades, athletic accomplishments, and 
community service hours—essays are key for a 
scholarship reviewer to get to know the real you! 
Reviewers expect to read well-prepared essays, and 
students who invest time in their writing score higher 
every single time.

So, applicants, take your time. Edit, revise, and re-read for 
clarity and accuracy. And, it’s never a bad idea to have 
someone else proofread your essay before you submit 
your application. Ask a teacher, parent, counselor, or 
friend to double-check your final essay to make it 
scholarship-worthy! Our scholarship reviewers can tell if 
you’ve dedicated proper time to your essays; that can 
mean the difference between winning big or not winning 
at all.

Grants from the Community Impact Fund 
support non-profits in Grant County who apply 
for financial help. Our Board uses the Community 
Impact Fund to address the most current, 
pressing needs in our community. Unfortunatly, 
these funds are extremely limited, leaving us 
with no choice but to deny many deserving 
non-profit applicants. So, if you just can’t decide 
which cause to support, consider donating to the 
Community Impact Fund and help us help more 
of our local non-profit partners. 

Community 
Impact
Grantmaking 

Application is open:

November 1 – January 31

Submit one online application for over 140 
scholarships. Students are required to complete 
two essays and the College Costs Estimator.
 
The College Costs Estimator informs students of 
their estimated State and Federal Financial Aid. This 
allows us to award what is needed at the average 
state college rate without ‘overscholaring’.

Don’t wait until the application closes on January 31, 
as  there may be additional required documents for 
some applicants.

Applications Reviewed by Volunteers: 

February – March

A group of community volunteers reviews each 
scholarship application in a “blind” review process by 
hiding student names. Reviewers are asked to score 
applications based on the scholarship criteria. Each 
reviewer signs a recusal form verifying they are not 
related to applicants and they will score in a fair and 
unbiased manner.

Scholarship Offers Made: 

First Week of April

The Community Foundation’s Board of Directors 
examines and approves the reviewers’ top-ranked 
candidates based on how much funding the student 
needs in order to afford average tuition, fees, and 
books at the public college rate.

Once an application is reviewed by volunteers, the 
top-ranked candidates receive scholarship offers. 
Students must verify their qualifications before an 
award will be approved.

Students Formally Accept Offers: 

First week of May

Students must accept the scholarship offer by signing 
the Verification Agreement. By accepting the offer, the 
student is allowing the Community Foundation to 
verify their college enrollment and major for the offer 
to become an official award. This ensures that the 
scholar still meets the donor’s criteria.

Final Announcements are Mailed to Students: 

First Week of July

When the student is verified, the offer then becomes 
an award. If the student isn’t verified, an offer will be 
made to the runner-up.

Checks Mailed to Bursar’s Office: 

First week of August 

Awards are mailed directly to the college bursar’s 
office no later than the first week of August. Funds are 
used immediately for ‘qualified education expenses’ 
as defined by the IRS—tuition, fees, and books only.

Grants 
TRANSPORTATION
by Program Area for Fiscal Year 2016-17

$1,289,903 total 
  

Giving is the heart of what we do here at the 
Community Foundation. We are uniquely situated at 
the intersection of community needs and donors’ 
desires to make an impact. 

Every year, we give over $1 million dollars to 
non-profits, community entities, and college-bound 
students here in Grant County.  

From swing sets and dog parks, 
to gardens and special events, 
we fund a variety of causes that 
promote sustainable impact towards 
the betterment of Grant County. 

10 REASONS 
why a donor chooses a 
community foundation 
for their charitable giving 

THEY Love 
Where 

THEY Live. 

And, the number 1 reason is:

1

Director, Cathy Weatherspoon, to manage the Community 
Development, Talent Pipeline, and Family Well-Being 
networks as she began the newly-created job of 
coordinating our efforts toward the same destination.   

Everyone knows you can’t go anywhere without fuel. 
Thriving Families, Thriving Grant County was blessed to 
have nine funders collectively band together and fund 
Grant County’s first collective impact initiative as these 
funders set the stage for infinite possibilities. They 
understand that together we can make more impact than 
any one entity can make alone.

It’s true, our work is just beginning with Thriving Families, 
Thriving Grant County. But, this we know for sure…when 
all the traffic is coordinated, even if we’re taking different 
routes, we’ll all get to the desired destination eventually 
and intentionally. We might not be going 70mph on the 
interstate, but we’re moving right along, with purpose, and 
our chosen destination in mind. It’s a novel idea, isn’t it? All 
this time, we were working in ways that caused the traffic 
jams. Now, we’re working together to avoid the delays, 
skip the construction, and make good time. 

Maybe you know a shortcut. Perhaps you can volunteer to 
drive. Either way, we’d love for you to come to this great 
destination where all families thrive…that’s the future of 
Grant County, friends. Keep your eye out this next year for 
all the news about Thriving Families, Thriving Grant County 
and find out how you might be able to get involved .

Cathy F. Weatherspoon, MS
Executive Director 

Cathy@ThrivingGrantCounty.com
765-662-0065
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ASSETS

Cash........................................................................ $267,986

Certificates of deposit..........................................925,879

Prepaid expenses ......................................................6,212

Investments ...................................................... 21,721,485

Property and equipment, net .......................... 262,729

Cash surrender value of life insurance ........... 10,954
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

SCHOLARSHIP

EDUCATION

HUMAN SERVICES

HEALTH

The majority of funds held at the Community Foundation support 
community development causes. That’s why most grant dollars are 
awarded in these areas. Our donors told us through their giving, 
these are the areas we should focus most of our grantmaking.

The Community Foundation of Grant County, Indiana 
traditionally addresses needs that generally fall into 
the following categories:

Scholarships open doors and connect students with new skills, 
opportunities, and rewarding careers after graduation.

Education grants elevate our community’s non-profits by providing 
access to educational resources that may not have otherwise been 
obtainable. 

These grants are awarded to agencies offering a hand up to our 
community members in need. 

Sometimes the best path to a healthy community is ensuring the actual 
healthcare of that community. That’s exactly what these grants do.

29%

27%

20%

17%

7%

In his book, Love Where You Live: Creating Emotionally Engaging Places, 
author Peter Kageyama said, “A giving community is a lovable community 
because its members have a generous spirit and have learned to look 
beyond themselves to see the interconnectedness of all of the 
community’s members.” That’s why, being the Community Foundation of 
Grant County, where we live is important. But, it should be meaningful to 
everyone who lives here. Whether you were born here or moved here, 
work here or have family here, went to school here or take your kids to 
school here...you live here now, which makes it your home. And, if home 
is where the heart is, you really should love where you live. We do! 

Did you know there’s only one Swayzee in the world? It’s true. Right here 
in good ‘ole Grant County, you’ll find that one-of-a-kind town. Did you 
also know that there’s only one community foundation in Grant County? 
That’s also true. It was created in 1984 to intentionally serve local donors, 
grantees, and leaders who all had one thing in common: they loved 
where they lived.

But, before you can understand why a local community foundation was 
needed, you need to learn the premise on which it was based—
endowment. It’s like a vacation. You’ve worked hard and now it’s time to 
play hard. But, you can’t pack until you know where you’re going. Flying 
to Seattle? There better be a slicker in your suitcase. Heading to the 
Bahamas? That backpack needs a bikini. Spending a white Christmas in 
Vermont? Pack that parka! When you’re planning a trip, the destination 
makes all the difference. Once you know where you’re going, packing is 
relatively easy.

Being charitable works the same way. If you know your charitable end 
goal, then you’ll know if donating to an endowment will be the right 
vehicle to help get you there. Let’s break it down to better explain the 
concept:

 EN means “to cause”.

 DOW means “to thrive”. 

 MENT means “the result of an action”.

So, making an endowed donation to the Community Foundation means 
you truly want to cause something to thrive! That definition puts the pin 
right on the map, doesn’t it? But, how do you do that? Does one donation 
work? Two? Can it be a small donation? Do I have to be wealthy? This is 
where the Community Foundation can help! Endowed gifts cause 
organizations to thrive because they provide an income stream that helps 
sustain the work they’re doing annually. That’s possible because we 
invest all donations we receive, big and small, together. There’s power in 
numbers! That power grows income which allows grants to be given 
every year…forever. 

Opening an endowment of your own with the Community Foundation 
drives your donation one mile further. An endowment is a fund 
established to support non-profits, causes, or fields of interest that 
benefit our community. Therefore, starting an endowment is the action 
necessary to cause your charity of choice to thrive. How? Unlike most 
other non-profit organizations, the Community Foundation is fully 
sustainable and built for permanence. That’s why gifts to endowment 
funds remain in the fund forever, grow through investments, and provide 
grants to your favorite designated charity yearly.

So, how can you use generosity to show that you love where you live? 
Let the Community Foundation of Grant County be your charitable GPS. 
Tell us how you’d like to make an impact in Grant County, and we’ll give 
you step-by-step directions on how to get there. 

From Matthews to Converse and Van Buren to Fairmount, your 
Community Foundation is working daily with donors of all ages to help 
our county thrive. Why? Because there’s no place like home.

Dear Friends, 

At a time in history when it is too easy to disconnect from 
human interaction, Grant County is still a place that 
appreciates the value of community fellowship. The people, 
simplicity of life, and neighbors looking out for each 
other…this is what I love about Grant County. It’s these values, 
things we love about the place we call home, that the 
Community Foundation works so diligently to uphold.
 
My favorite parts about Grant County are the rural 
countryside, people who don’t know you but wave anyway, 
and a history that tells an amazing story of settlement, 
ingenuity, and perseverance.
 
This year, because of thousands of generous donors over the 
years, the Community Foundation grew to its highest asset 
size ever, $23,195,245. This record is possible because people 
choose to wave to people passing by; it’s part of our 
community fabric to care about others, so it’s no surprise they 
also generously donate to the causes that will support people 
they may never know. 

What matters most is that we keep looking forward to what 
the future can be, while never losing sight of what got us here. 

Our doors opened in 1984. By 2017, Grant County’s 
endowment has not only grown to over $20M, but over 
$16.8M has been awarded back to the most deserving causes 
in our community. Our history of giving where we live proves 
that the Community Foundation is a solid investment into the 
future of Grant County.

I invite you to allow the Community Foundation to facilitate 
your charitable giving. Regardless of the cause you wish to 
support, the Community Foundation will be right by your side 
making sure your charitable goals are met, your investment is 
well managed to ensure significant impact, and your 
experience with us, as an informed donor, is simple and 
efficient. Utilizing the Community Foundation is an easy way 
for you to make a difference in our community for generations 
to come. With your help, we will continue to navigate the 
causes that will make Grant County a thriving community. 

      Board President 

there is no 
place like home

President’s
message

OUR MISSION:
We connect people, resources, and causes to promote 
sustainable impact towards the betterment of Grant County.

OUR VISION:
We serve donors, nonprofits, and the community with the 
intent of building endowment to provide income for local 
charitable causes now and forever.

OUR COMMITMENT:
 • To develop a permanent endowment for the community.
 • To serve donors with various interests at various levels 
  of giving.
 • To assess and respond to emerging and changing  
  community needs. 

Assets 23,195,245

Endowment 20,209,781

Grants 1,289,903 

Scholarships 592,261   

Students 117

Years 32

Total Gifts 39,113,000

Location 505 West Third Street 

 Marion, Indiana 46952

 Established 08-20-1984

 Donor 

GRANT COUNTY OPERATOR LICENSE

Facebook
@GiveToGrant

Twitter
@GiveToGrant

765-662-0065
SayHello@GiveToGrant.org

www.GiveToGrant.org
505 West Third Street

Marion, Indiana 46952

Instagram
give_to_grant

Your 
One-Stop 
Generosity 
Shop
You live here. You work here. You play here. You pray 
here. And, as the 3rd most generous county in the state 
of Indiana, we also know that you give here. Our $23M in 
assets proves that the Community Foundation is 
essentially your “One-Stop Generosity Shop”.

That’s because, out of all the charitable vehicles in our 
community, we have the highest MPG. Miles Per Gallon? 
No, even better: Money Produces Grantmaking! 

Money
It all starts with MONEY. Although people in the 
charitable sector rarely say it so boldly, it’s true. But, 
money is only a means to an end. If it ended with you 
donating money, our relationship would merely be a 
transaction—and you deserve more than the promise 
that we’ll spend your donation immediately.

Produces
Once a donation is made to an endowment, it’s our job to 
invest your donation so it PRODUCES an income. In fact, 
because these contributions are endowed, we never 
spend them, but we will put the income stream to work 
for the cause that you’d like to see thrive.

Grantmaking
GRANTMAKING is what turns a transactional experience 
with money into a transformational experience with a 
mission. The income produced through your permanent 
investment allows us to make grants all year long to help 
meet the community’s charitable needs. Between $1M 
and $2M is granted to our community every year. That, 
my fellow traveler, is transformational—the kind of giving 
that demonstrates that we love to invest where we live.  

No, MPG isn’t Miles Per Gallon, but it does 
demonstrate how Money Produces Grantmaking. 
We facilitate the gifts you’d like to give to Grant County; 
big or small, now or later—it makes no difference to us. 
And, not only do we have the highest MPG of any other 
local non-profit, we can carpool, too! That’s right, we can 
combine your generosity with that of others to accelerate 
your philanthropy. That’s how being your One-Stop 
Generosity Shop allows us to fulfill our mission of 
connecting people who care with causes that matter.

Your Toolbox
Remember what your parents always told you when you first 
started driving? Well, your mom probably said to always wear 
clean underwear in case you were in a wreck. But, hopefully, 
your dad reminded you to use the Emergency Assistance Kit in 
the trunk in case of, well, an emergency. Those kits aren’t as 
well-stocked as a mechanic’s toolbox, but they have just what 
you’d need to stay safe until help arrives. A set of jumper 
cables and probably a flashlight. Maybe a reflective vest and a 
first aid kit. The basics.

When it comes to giving where you live, there are 
also some basic tools you’ll need—a Generosity 
Toolbox, so to speak. Like a tollbooth on a busy 
interstate, sometimes you’re prepared to give now. 
Here’s how to make those tax-deductible 
donations: 

Cash: Cash is the easiest way to contribute. Mail a check or 
stop by the office at 505 West Third Street, Marion, IN 46952.

Online: Credit or debit cards can be used to make online 
charitable donations. Like a roadside diner, our website is 
open 24/7/365 at www.GiveToGrant.org/DonorMarketplace.

Stocks or Bonds: With the Dow soaring in 2017, highly- 
appreciated securities may make a better donation than cash. 
Donating securities directly to charity allows you to deduct 
the full fair market value, thus avoiding capital gains tax on 
the appreciation. 

Life Insurance Policy: This is a major gift at a low cost! Name 
the Community Foundation as owner of the policy and any 
premiums paid through the Foundation are tax-deductible. 

Corporate Giving: Some companies will match the 
charitable donations of their employees, so you should ask. 
Or, your company might like to start a company-named 
endowment fund. Most thriving companies like to give back, 
this is a great way to do it. 

You’ve made a lifetime of memories in Grant 
County—you obviously love where you live. Make 
sure the next generation loves it, too. Whether you 
give now or not, it’s always a good idea to explore 
options for giving larger donations later. These 
donations aren’t taxable either: 

Retirement Plan/Insurance Beneficiaries: Anytime you 
have the opportunity to name a beneficiary, you can name the 
Community Foundation of Grant County. For example, is your 
spouse the 100% beneficiary of your retirement fund? 
Perhaps that can be changed to 95% with 5% allocated to the 
Foundation. Remember in high school when you’d only have 
$5.00 to put in your gas tank to go cruisin’ with your friends? It 
didn’t seem like much, but it got you where you wanted to go. 
Over time, that 5% can make a big difference in the life of a 
charity. 

Wills: You can reduce the taxes paid by your estate by 
including the Community Foundation of Grant County in your 
will or estate plan. Just ask, and we can provide gift language 
to make it easy for you. Plus, if you create a named 
endowment fund now, your legacy of generosity can continue 
for generations to come.

GIVE
NOW

GIVE
LATER

“I’m a huge fan of community foundations.  
They are incredible assets to any community, 
and the best of them are visionary exemplars 
of leadership that invest in communities 
in ways that business, government, and the 
financial markets often cannot.” 

–Peter Kageyama, author of Love Where You Live

LOVE
WHERe
you
live

Connecting
People

Resources

Causes

We Love 
Where 
We Live 
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LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities 
 Accounts payable & accrued expenses ....$ 1,210

 Grants payable.................................................. 40,000

 Custodial funds ............................................ 1,357,354

 Charitable gift annuities .............................. 128,930

 Total liabilities..............................................1,527,494

Net assets
 Unrestricted ...................................................................

   Operating ................................................ $753,422

   Non-endowed funds .............................. 699,893

   Endowed funds ....................................20,209,781

     Total unrestricted net assets ....21,663,096

Temporarily restricted ............................................ 4,655

     Total net assets .............................. 21,667,751

GRANT COUNTY

Community Foundation 
of Grant County, Indiana, Inc.
Statement of Financial Position  •  June 30, 2017

$23,195,245

$23,195,245

Connecting people who care with 
cases that matter since 1984.

2016-2017Annual Report

Give Where
You Live



We enable you to broaden your giving by 
building on The Community Foundation of 
Grant County’s philanthropic expertise.
   
We provide highly personalized service 
tailored to each individual’s charitable and 
financial interests.

We are a local organization with deep roots in 
the community.

Our donor-advised funds help people invest in 
the charities they already care about and learn 
about new causes to support.

We accept a wide variety of assets and can 
facilitate even the most complex forms of 
giving.

We offer maximum tax advantages under state 
and federal law.

We multiply the impact of each donation by 
pooling them with other gifts and grants.

We offer permanence to donors through 
endowment funds and multi-generational 
involvement.

We are a community leader, convening 
agencies and coordinating resources to create 
positive change.

It’s hard to get people to agree on just about anything 
anymore—just watch the news. Some like winter, others like 
summer. Some prefer sweet, while others prefer savory. But, there 
is one thing we can all agree on…we hate traffic! 

There’s nothing like a good traffic jam to get your road rage 
engaged and your blood pressure pulsing. Sometimes a traffic 
light is out. Other times there’s a rubbernecker slowing things 
down. And, there’s always the dreaded road construction detour 
ahead sign. It really doesn’t matter the reason; the point is, you’re 
going nowhere fast. 

That’s how many communities operate daily. There are a lot of 
people trying to go somewhere. But, with little coordinated effort, 
they all end up frustrated and out of gas by the end of the day. 
Thankfully, Grant County is saying goodbye to those metaphorical 
traffic jams. We’re on the road with a good set of directions by 
using the collective impact model through Thriving Families, 
Thriving Grant County.

As part of our Community Leadership duties, we made a grant in 
2015 to hire a consultant to help us avoid the traffic jams that 
prevent communities from getting to their desired destination. An 
amazing Guiding Team worked together like cartographers to 
create a map outlining what Grant County families would need to 
thrive.

That’s how Thriving Families, Thriving Grant County was born. It 
became exciting to imagine what it would be like if all of our Grant 
County families were thriving. It got real when we hired Executive 

Scholarship 
crossing

Helping students fund their 
educational dreams since 1984. 

$592,261 awarded in 2017
This year, the monumental generosity of our donors 
connected more Grant County students with the 
opportunity to pursue their dreams through higher 
education. In 2016-17, 115 students received scholarships 
from the Community Foundation. These students have 
access to new skills, opportunities for rewarding careers, 
and the ability to strengthen the workforce after 
graduation.  

To apply for Fall 2018 college scholarships, visit

www.GiveToGrant.org/Scholarship

Driving Directions to the Perfect 
Scholarship Application

A good essay can make or break an application. 
Shortcuts won’t get you there. We have found, in the past, 
that students who receive scholarships have written 
essays that put an X on the map. This might be a great 
time to chart a course to the best 5-paragraph essay of 
your life! The essays should include complete sentences, 
good punctuation, proper spelling and grammar, and an 
easy flow from one paragraph to the next.

When you think about it, there are many students with 
excellent grades, athletic accomplishments, and 
community service hours—essays are key for a 
scholarship reviewer to get to know the real you! 
Reviewers expect to read well-prepared essays, and 
students who invest time in their writing score higher 
every single time.

So, applicants, take your time. Edit, revise, and re-read for 
clarity and accuracy. And, it’s never a bad idea to have 
someone else proofread your essay before you submit 
your application. Ask a teacher, parent, counselor, or 
friend to double-check your final essay to make it 
scholarship-worthy! Our scholarship reviewers can tell if 
you’ve dedicated proper time to your essays; that can 
mean the difference between winning big or not winning 
at all.

Grants from the Community Impact Fund 
support non-profits in Grant County who apply 
for financial help. Our Board uses the Community 
Impact Fund to address the most current, 
pressing needs in our community. Unfortunatly, 
these funds are extremely limited, leaving us 
with no choice but to deny many deserving 
non-profit applicants. So, if you just can’t decide 
which cause to support, consider donating to the 
Community Impact Fund and help us help more 
of our local non-profit partners. 

Community 
Impact
Grantmaking 

Application is open:

November 1 – January 31

Submit one online application for over 140 
scholarships. Students are required to complete 
two essays and the College Costs Estimator.
 
The College Costs Estimator informs students of 
their estimated State and Federal Financial Aid. This 
allows us to award what is needed at the average 
state college rate without ‘overscholaring’.

Don’t wait until the application closes on January 31, 
as  there may be additional required documents for 
some applicants.

Applications Reviewed by Volunteers: 

February – March

A group of community volunteers reviews each 
scholarship application in a “blind” review process by 
hiding student names. Reviewers are asked to score 
applications based on the scholarship criteria. Each 
reviewer signs a recusal form verifying they are not 
related to applicants and they will score in a fair and 
unbiased manner.

Scholarship Offers Made: 

First Week of April

The Community Foundation’s Board of Directors 
examines and approves the reviewers’ top-ranked 
candidates based on how much funding the student 
needs in order to afford average tuition, fees, and 
books at the public college rate.

Once an application is reviewed by volunteers, the 
top-ranked candidates receive scholarship offers. 
Students must verify their qualifications before an 
award will be approved.

Students Formally Accept Offers: 

First week of May

Students must accept the scholarship offer by signing 
the Verification Agreement. By accepting the offer, the 
student is allowing the Community Foundation to 
verify their college enrollment and major for the offer 
to become an official award. This ensures that the 
scholar still meets the donor’s criteria.

Final Announcements are Mailed to Students: 

First Week of July

When the student is verified, the offer then becomes 
an award. If the student isn’t verified, an offer will be 
made to the runner-up.

Checks Mailed to Bursar’s Office: 

First week of August 

Awards are mailed directly to the college bursar’s 
office no later than the first week of August. Funds are 
used immediately for ‘qualified education expenses’ 
as defined by the IRS—tuition, fees, and books only.

Grants 
TRANSPORTATION
by Program Area for Fiscal Year 2016-17

$1,289,903 total   

Giving is the heart of what we do here at the 
Community Foundation. We are uniquely situated at 
the intersection of community needs and donors’ 
desires to make an impact. 

Every year, we give over $1 million dollars to 
non-profits, community entities, and college-bound 
students here in Grant County.  

From swing sets and dog parks, 
to gardens and special events, 
we fund a variety of causes that 
promote sustainable impact towards 
the betterment of Grant County. 

10 REASONS 
why a donor chooses a 
community foundation 
for their charitable giving 

THEY Love 
Where 

THEY Live. 

And, the number 1 reason is:

1

Director, Cathy Weatherspoon, to manage the Community 
Development, Talent Pipeline, and Family Well-Being 
networks as she began the newly-created job of 
coordinating our efforts toward the same destination.   

Everyone knows you can’t go anywhere without fuel. 
Thriving Families, Thriving Grant County was blessed to 
have nine funders collectively band together and fund 
Grant County’s first collective impact initiative as these 
funders set the stage for infinite possibilities. They 
understand that together we can make more impact than 
any one entity can make alone.

It’s true, our work is just beginning with Thriving Families, 
Thriving Grant County. But, this we know for sure…when 
all the traffic is coordinated, even if we’re taking different 
routes, we’ll all get to the desired destination eventually 
and intentionally. We might not be going 70mph on the 
interstate, but we’re moving right along, with purpose, and 
our chosen destination in mind. It’s a novel idea, isn’t it? All 
this time, we were working in ways that caused the traffic 
jams. Now, we’re working together to avoid the delays, 
skip the construction, and make good time. 

Maybe you know a shortcut. Perhaps you can volunteer to 
drive. Either way, we’d love for you to come to this great 
destination where all families thrive…that’s the future of 
Grant County, friends. Keep your eye out this next year for 
all the news about Thriving Families, Thriving Grant County 
and find out how you might be able to get involved .

Cathy F. Weatherspoon, MS
Executive Director 

Cathy@ThrivingGrantCounty.com
765-662-0065

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

ASSETS

Cash........................................................................$267,986

Certificates of deposit..........................................925,879

Prepaid expenses ......................................................6,212

Investments ......................................................21,721,485

Property and equipment, net ..........................262,729

Cash surrender value of life insurance ...........10,954
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

SCHOLARSHIP

EDUCATION

HUMAN SERVICES

HEALTH

The majority of funds held at the Community Foundation support 
community development causes. That’s why most grant dollars are 
awarded in these areas. Our donors told us through their giving, 
these are the areas we should focus most of our grantmaking.

The Community Foundation of Grant County, Indiana 
traditionally addresses needs that generally fall into 
the following categories:

Scholarships open doors and connect students with new skills, 
opportunities, and rewarding careers after graduation.

Education grants elevate our community’s non-profits by providing 
access to educational resources that may not have otherwise been 
obtainable. 

These grants are awarded to agencies offering a hand up to our 
community members in need. 

Sometimes the best path to a healthy community is ensuring the actual 
healthcare of that community. That’s exactly what these grants do.

29%

27%

20%

17%

7%

In his book, Love Where You Live: Creating Emotionally Engaging Places, 
author Peter Kageyama said, “A giving community is a lovable community 
because its members have a generous spirit and have learned to look 
beyond themselves to see the interconnectedness of all of the 
community’s members.” That’s why, being the Community Foundation of 
Grant County, where we live is important. But, it should be meaningful to 
everyone who lives here. Whether you were born here or moved here, 
work here or have family here, went to school here or take your kids to 
school here...you live here now, which makes it your home. And, if home 
is where the heart is, you really should love where you live. We do! 

Did you know there’s only one Swayzee in the world? It’s true. Right here 
in good ‘ole Grant County, you’ll find that one-of-a-kind town. Did you 
also know that there’s only one community foundation in Grant County? 
That’s also true. It was created in 1984 to intentionally serve local donors, 
grantees, and leaders who all had one thing in common: they loved 
where they lived.

But, before you can understand why a local community foundation was 
needed, you need to learn the premise on which it was based—
endowment. It’s like a vacation. You’ve worked hard and now it’s time to 
play hard. But, you can’t pack until you know where you’re going. Flying 
to Seattle? There better be a slicker in your suitcase. Heading to the 
Bahamas? That backpack needs a bikini. Spending a white Christmas in 
Vermont? Pack that parka! When you’re planning a trip, the destination 
makes all the difference. Once you know where you’re going, packing is 
relatively easy.

Being charitable works the same way. If you know your charitable end 
goal, then you’ll know if donating to an endowment will be the right 
vehicle to help get you there. Let’s break it down to better explain the 
concept:

 EN means “to cause”.

 DOW means “to thrive”. 

 MENT means “the result of an action”.

So, making an endowed donation to the Community Foundation means 
you truly want to cause something to thrive! That definition puts the pin 
right on the map, doesn’t it? But, how do you do that? Does one donation 
work? Two? Can it be a small donation? Do I have to be wealthy? This is 
where the Community Foundation can help! Endowed gifts cause 
organizations to thrive because they provide an income stream that helps 
sustain the work they’re doing annually. That’s possible because we 
invest all donations we receive, big and small, together. There’s power in 
numbers! That power grows income which allows grants to be given 
every year…forever. 

Opening an endowment of your own with the Community Foundation 
drives your donation one mile further. An endowment is a fund 
established to support non-profits, causes, or fields of interest that 
benefit our community. Therefore, starting an endowment is the action 
necessary to cause your charity of choice to thrive. How? Unlike most 
other non-profit organizations, the Community Foundation is fully 
sustainable and built for permanence. That’s why gifts to endowment 
funds remain in the fund forever, grow through investments, and provide 
grants to your favorite designated charity yearly.

So, how can you use generosity to show that you love where you live? 
Let the Community Foundation of Grant County be your charitable GPS. 
Tell us how you’d like to make an impact in Grant County, and we’ll give 
you step-by-step directions on how to get there. 

From Matthews to Converse and Van Buren to Fairmount, your 
Community Foundation is working daily with donors of all ages to help 
our county thrive. Why? Because there’s no place like home.

Dear Friends, 

At a time in history when it is too easy to disconnect from 
human interaction, Grant County is still a place that 
appreciates the value of community fellowship. The people, 
simplicity of life, and neighbors looking out for each 
other…this is what I love about Grant County. It’s these values, 
things we love about the place we call home, that the 
Community Foundation works so diligently to uphold.
 
My favorite parts about Grant County are the rural 
countryside, people who don’t know you but wave anyway, 
and a history that tells an amazing story of settlement, 
ingenuity, and perseverance.
 
This year, because of thousands of generous donors over the 
years, the Community Foundation grew to its highest asset 
size ever, $23,195,245. This record is possible because people 
choose to wave to people passing by; it’s part of our 
community fabric to care about others, so it’s no surprise they 
also generously donate to the causes that will support people 
they may never know. 

What matters most is that we keep looking forward to what 
the future can be, while never losing sight of what got us here. 

Our doors opened in 1984. By 2017, Grant County’s 
endowment has not only grown to over $20M, but over 
$16.8M has been awarded back to the most deserving causes 
in our community. Our history of giving where we live proves 
that the Community Foundation is a solid investment into the 
future of Grant County.

I invite you to allow the Community Foundation to facilitate 
your charitable giving. Regardless of the cause you wish to 
support, the Community Foundation will be right by your side 
making sure your charitable goals are met, your investment is 
well managed to ensure significant impact, and your 
experience with us, as an informed donor, is simple and 
efficient. Utilizing the Community Foundation is an easy way 
for you to make a difference in our community for generations 
to come. With your help, we will continue to navigate the 
causes that will make Grant County a thriving community. 

      Board President 

there is no 
place like home

President’s
message

OUR MISSION:
We connect people, resources, and causes to promote 
sustainable impact towards the betterment of Grant County.

OUR VISION:
We serve donors, nonprofits, and the community with the 
intent of building endowment to provide income for local 
charitable causes now and forever.

OUR COMMITMENT:
 • To develop a permanent endowment for the community.
 • To serve donors with various interests at various levels 
  of giving.
 • To assess and respond to emerging and changing  
  community needs. 

Assets 23,195,245

Endowment 20,209,781

Grants 1,289,903 

Scholarships 592,261   

Students 117

Years 32

Total Gifts 39,113,000

Location 505 West Third Street 

 Marion, Indiana 46952

 Established 08-20-1984

 Donor 

GRANT COUNTY OPERATOR LICENSE

Facebook
@GiveToGrant

Twitter
@GiveToGrant

765-662-0065
SayHello@GiveToGrant.org

www.GiveToGrant.org
505 West Third Street

Marion, Indiana 46952

Instagram
give_to_grant

Your 
One-Stop 
Generosity 
Shop
You live here. You work here. You play here. You pray 
here. And, as the 3rd most generous county in the state 
of Indiana, we also know that you give here. Our $23M in 
assets proves that the Community Foundation is 
essentially your “One-Stop Generosity Shop”.

That’s because, out of all the charitable vehicles in our 
community, we have the highest MPG. Miles Per Gallon? 
No, even better: Money Produces Grantmaking! 

Money It all starts with MONEY. Although people in the 
charitable sector rarely say it so boldly, it’s true. But, 
money is only a means to an end. If it ended with you 
donating money, our relationship would merely be a 
transaction—and you deserve more than the promise 
that we’ll spend your donation immediately.

Produces Once a donation is made to an endowment, it’s our job to 
invest your donation so it PRODUCES an income. In fact, 
because these contributions are endowed, we never 
spend them, but we will put the income stream to work 
for the cause that you’d like to see thrive.

Grantmaking GRANTMAKING is what turns a transactional experience 
with money into a transformational experience with a 
mission. The income produced through your permanent 
investment allows us to make grants all year long to help 
meet the community’s charitable needs. Between $1M 
and $2M is granted to our community every year. That, 
my fellow traveler, is transformational—the kind of giving 
that demonstrates that we love to invest where we live.  

No, MPG isn’t Miles Per Gallon, but it does 
demonstrate how Money Produces Grantmaking. 
We facilitate the gifts you’d like to give to Grant County; 
big or small, now or later—it makes no difference to us. 
And, not only do we have the highest MPG of any other 
local non-profit, we can carpool, too! That’s right, we can 
combine your generosity with that of others to accelerate 
your philanthropy. That’s how being your One-Stop 
Generosity Shop allows us to fulfill our mission of 
connecting people who care with causes that matter.

Your Toolbox
Remember what your parents always told you when you first 
started driving? Well, your mom probably said to always wear 
clean underwear in case you were in a wreck. But, hopefully, 
your dad reminded you to use the Emergency Assistance Kit in 
the trunk in case of, well, an emergency. Those kits aren’t as 
well-stocked as a mechanic’s toolbox, but they have just what 
you’d need to stay safe until help arrives. A set of jumper 
cables and probably a flashlight. Maybe a reflective vest and a 
first aid kit. The basics.

When it comes to giving where you live, there are 
also some basic tools you’ll need—a Generosity 
Toolbox, so to speak. Like a tollbooth on a busy 
interstate, sometimes you’re prepared to give now. 
Here’s how to make those tax-deductible 
donations: 

Cash: Cash is the easiest way to contribute. Mail a check or 
stop by the office at 505 West Third Street, Marion, IN 46952.

Online: Credit or debit cards can be used to make online 
charitable donations. Like a roadside diner, our website is 
open 24/7/365 at www.GiveToGrant.org/DonorMarketplace.

Stocks or Bonds: With the Dow soaring in 2017, highly- 
appreciated securities may make a better donation than cash. 
Donating securities directly to charity allows you to deduct 
the full fair market value, thus avoiding capital gains tax on 
the appreciation. 

Life Insurance Policy: This is a major gift at a low cost! Name 
the Community Foundation as owner of the policy and any 
premiums paid through the Foundation are tax-deductible. 

Corporate Giving: Some companies will match the 
charitable donations of their employees, so you should ask. 
Or, your company might like to start a company-named 
endowment fund. Most thriving companies like to give back, 
this is a great way to do it. 

You’ve made a lifetime of memories in Grant 
County—you obviously love where you live. Make 
sure the next generation loves it, too. Whether you 
give now or not, it’s always a good idea to explore 
options for giving larger donations later. These 
donations aren’t taxable either: 

Retirement Plan/Insurance Beneficiaries: Anytime you 
have the opportunity to name a beneficiary, you can name the 
Community Foundation of Grant County. For example, is your 
spouse the 100% beneficiary of your retirement fund? 
Perhaps that can be changed to 95% with 5% allocated to the 
Foundation. Remember in high school when you’d only have 
$5.00 to put in your gas tank to go cruisin’ with your friends? It 
didn’t seem like much, but it got you where you wanted to go. 
Over time, that 5% can make a big difference in the life of a 
charity. 

Wills: You can reduce the taxes paid by your estate by 
including the Community Foundation of Grant County in your 
will or estate plan. Just ask, and we can provide gift language 
to make it easy for you. Plus, if you create a named 
endowment fund now, your legacy of generosity can continue 
for generations to come.

GIVE
NOW

GIVE
LATER

“I’m a huge fan of community foundations.  
They are incredible assets to any community, 
and the best of them are visionary exemplars 
of leadership that invest in communities 
in ways that business, government, and the 
financial markets often cannot.” 

–Peter Kageyama, author of Love Where You Live

LOVE
WHERe
you
live

Connecting
People

Resources

Causes

We Love 
Where 
We Live 
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LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities 
 Accounts payable & accrued expenses ....$ 1,210

 Grants payable..................................................40,000

 Custodial funds............................................1,357,354

 Charitable gift annuities..............................128,930

 Total liabilities..............................................1,527,494

Net assets
 Unrestricted...................................................................

   Operating ................................................$753,422

   Non-endowed funds ..............................699,893

   Endowed funds....................................20,209,781

     Total unrestricted net assets ....21,663,096

Temporarily restricted............................................4,655

     Total net assets..............................21,667,751

GRANT COUNTY

Community Foundation 
of Grant County, Indiana, Inc.
Statement of Financial Position  •  June 30, 2017

$23,195,245

$23,195,245

Connecting people who care with 
cases that matter since 1984.

2016-2017Annual Report

Give Where
You Live



We enable you to broaden your giving by 
building on The Community Foundation of 
Grant County’s philanthropic expertise.
   
We provide highly personalized service 
tailored to each individual’s charitable and 
financial interests.

We are a local organization with deep roots in 
the community.

Our donor-advised funds help people invest in 
the charities they already care about and learn 
about new causes to support.

We accept a wide variety of assets and can 
facilitate even the most complex forms of 
giving.

We offer maximum tax advantages under state 
and federal law.

We multiply the impact of each donation by 
pooling them with other gifts and grants.

We offer permanence to donors through 
endowment funds and multi-generational 
involvement.

We are a community leader, convening 
agencies and coordinating resources to create 
positive change.

It’s hard to get people to agree on just about anything 
anymore—just watch the news. Some like winter, others like 
summer. Some prefer sweet, while others prefer savory. But, there 
is one thing we can all agree on…we hate traffic! 

There’s nothing like a good traffic jam to get your road rage 
engaged and your blood pressure pulsing. Sometimes a traffic 
light is out. Other times there’s a rubbernecker slowing things 
down. And, there’s always the dreaded road construction detour 
ahead sign. It really doesn’t matter the reason; the point is, you’re 
going nowhere fast. 

That’s how many communities operate daily. There are a lot of 
people trying to go somewhere. But, with little coordinated effort, 
they all end up frustrated and out of gas by the end of the day. 
Thankfully, Grant County is saying goodbye to those metaphorical 
traffic jams. We’re on the road with a good set of directions by 
using the collective impact model through Thriving Families, 
Thriving Grant County.

As part of our Community Leadership duties, we made a grant in 
2015 to hire a consultant to help us avoid the traffic jams that 
prevent communities from getting to their desired destination. An 
amazing Guiding Team worked together like cartographers to 
create a map outlining what Grant County families would need to 
thrive.

That’s how Thriving Families, Thriving Grant County was born. It 
became exciting to imagine what it would be like if all of our Grant 
County families were thriving. It got real when we hired Executive 

Scholarship 
crossing

Helping students fund their 
educational dreams since 1984. 

$592,261 awarded in 2017
This year, the monumental generosity of our donors 
connected more Grant County students with the 
opportunity to pursue their dreams through higher 
education. In 2016-17, 115 students received scholarships 
from the Community Foundation. These students have 
access to new skills, opportunities for rewarding careers, 
and the ability to strengthen the workforce after 
graduation.  

To apply for Fall 2018 college scholarships, visit

www.GiveToGrant.org/Scholarship

Driving Directions to the Perfect 
Scholarship Application

A good essay can make or break an application. 
Shortcuts won’t get you there. We have found, in the past, 
that students who receive scholarships have written 
essays that put an X on the map. This might be a great 
time to chart a course to the best 5-paragraph essay of 
your life! The essays should include complete sentences, 
good punctuation, proper spelling and grammar, and an 
easy flow from one paragraph to the next.

When you think about it, there are many students with 
excellent grades, athletic accomplishments, and 
community service hours—essays are key for a 
scholarship reviewer to get to know the real you! 
Reviewers expect to read well-prepared essays, and 
students who invest time in their writing score higher 
every single time.

So, applicants, take your time. Edit, revise, and re-read for 
clarity and accuracy. And, it’s never a bad idea to have 
someone else proofread your essay before you submit 
your application. Ask a teacher, parent, counselor, or 
friend to double-check your final essay to make it 
scholarship-worthy! Our scholarship reviewers can tell if 
you’ve dedicated proper time to your essays; that can 
mean the difference between winning big or not winning 
at all.

Grants from the Community Impact Fund 
support non-profits in Grant County who apply 
for financial help. Our Board uses the Community 
Impact Fund to address the most current, 
pressing needs in our community. Unfortunatly, 
these funds are extremely limited, leaving us 
with no choice but to deny many deserving 
non-profit applicants. So, if you just can’t decide 
which cause to support, consider donating to the 
Community Impact Fund and help us help more 
of our local non-profit partners. 

Community 
Impact
Grantmaking 

Application is open:

November 1 – January 31

Submit one online application for over 140 
scholarships. Students are required to complete 
two essays and the College Costs Estimator.
 
The College Costs Estimator informs students of 
their estimated State and Federal Financial Aid. This 
allows us to award what is needed at the average 
state college rate without ‘overscholaring’.

Don’t wait until the application closes on January 31, 
as  there may be additional required documents for 
some applicants.

Applications Reviewed by Volunteers: 

February – March

A group of community volunteers reviews each 
scholarship application in a “blind” review process by 
hiding student names. Reviewers are asked to score 
applications based on the scholarship criteria. Each 
reviewer signs a recusal form verifying they are not 
related to applicants and they will score in a fair and 
unbiased manner.

Scholarship Offers Made: 

First Week of April

The Community Foundation’s Board of Directors 
examines and approves the reviewers’ top-ranked 
candidates based on how much funding the student 
needs in order to afford average tuition, fees, and 
books at the public college rate.

Once an application is reviewed by volunteers, the 
top-ranked candidates receive scholarship offers. 
Students must verify their qualifications before an 
award will be approved.

Students Formally Accept Offers: 

First week of May

Students must accept the scholarship offer by signing 
the Verification Agreement. By accepting the offer, the 
student is allowing the Community Foundation to 
verify their college enrollment and major for the offer 
to become an official award. This ensures that the 
scholar still meets the donor’s criteria.

Final Announcements are Mailed to Students: 

First Week of July

When the student is verified, the offer then becomes 
an award. If the student isn’t verified, an offer will be 
made to the runner-up.

Checks Mailed to Bursar’s Office: 

First week of August 

Awards are mailed directly to the college bursar’s 
office no later than the first week of August. Funds are 
used immediately for ‘qualified education expenses’ 
as defined by the IRS—tuition, fees, and books only.

Grants 
TRANSPORTATION
by Program Area for Fiscal Year 2016-17

$1,289,903 total 
  

Giving is the heart of what we do here at the 
Community Foundation. We are uniquely situated at 
the intersection of community needs and donors’ 
desires to make an impact. 

Every year, we give over $1 million dollars to 
non-profits, community entities, and college-bound 
students here in Grant County.  

From swing sets and dog parks, 
to gardens and special events, 
we fund a variety of causes that 
promote sustainable impact towards 
the betterment of Grant County. 

10 REASONS 
why a donor chooses a 
community foundation 
for their charitable giving 

THEY Love 
Where 

THEY Live. 

And, the number 1 reason is:

1

Director, Cathy Weatherspoon, to manage the Community 
Development, Talent Pipeline, and Family Well-Being 
networks as she began the newly-created job of 
coordinating our efforts toward the same destination.   

Everyone knows you can’t go anywhere without fuel. 
Thriving Families, Thriving Grant County was blessed to 
have nine funders collectively band together and fund 
Grant County’s first collective impact initiative as these 
funders set the stage for infinite possibilities. They 
understand that together we can make more impact than 
any one entity can make alone.

It’s true, our work is just beginning with Thriving Families, 
Thriving Grant County. But, this we know for sure…when 
all the traffic is coordinated, even if we’re taking different 
routes, we’ll all get to the desired destination eventually 
and intentionally. We might not be going 70mph on the 
interstate, but we’re moving right along, with purpose, and 
our chosen destination in mind. It’s a novel idea, isn’t it? All 
this time, we were working in ways that caused the traffic 
jams. Now, we’re working together to avoid the delays, 
skip the construction, and make good time. 

Maybe you know a shortcut. Perhaps you can volunteer to 
drive. Either way, we’d love for you to come to this great 
destination where all families thrive…that’s the future of 
Grant County, friends. Keep your eye out this next year for 
all the news about Thriving Families, Thriving Grant County 
and find out how you might be able to get involved .

Cathy F. Weatherspoon, MS
Executive Director 

Cathy@ThrivingGrantCounty.com
765-662-0065
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ASSETS

Cash........................................................................ $267,986

Certificates of deposit..........................................925,879

Prepaid expenses ......................................................6,212

Investments ...................................................... 21,721,485

Property and equipment, net .......................... 262,729

Cash surrender value of life insurance ........... 10,954
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The majority of funds held at the Community Foundation support 
community development causes. That’s why most grant dollars are 
awarded in these areas. Our donors told us through their giving, 
these are the areas we should focus most of our grantmaking.

The Community Foundation of Grant County, Indiana 
traditionally addresses needs that generally fall into 
the following categories:

Scholarships open doors and connect students with new skills, 
opportunities, and rewarding careers after graduation.

Education grants elevate our community’s non-profits by providing 
access to educational resources that may not have otherwise been 
obtainable. 

These grants are awarded to agencies offering a hand up to our 
community members in need. 

Sometimes the best path to a healthy community is ensuring the actual 
healthcare of that community. That’s exactly what these grants do.

29%

27%

20%

17%

7%

In his book, Love Where You Live: Creating Emotionally Engaging Places, 
author Peter Kageyama said, “A giving community is a lovable community 
because its members have a generous spirit and have learned to look 
beyond themselves to see the interconnectedness of all of the 
community’s members.” That’s why, being the Community Foundation of 
Grant County, where we live is important. But, it should be meaningful to 
everyone who lives here. Whether you were born here or moved here, 
work here or have family here, went to school here or take your kids to 
school here...you live here now, which makes it your home. And, if home 
is where the heart is, you really should love where you live. We do! 

Did you know there’s only one Swayzee in the world? It’s true. Right here 
in good ‘ole Grant County, you’ll find that one-of-a-kind town. Did you 
also know that there’s only one community foundation in Grant County? 
That’s also true. It was created in 1984 to intentionally serve local donors, 
grantees, and leaders who all had one thing in common: they loved 
where they lived.

But, before you can understand why a local community foundation was 
needed, you need to learn the premise on which it was based—
endowment. It’s like a vacation. You’ve worked hard and now it’s time to 
play hard. But, you can’t pack until you know where you’re going. Flying 
to Seattle? There better be a slicker in your suitcase. Heading to the 
Bahamas? That backpack needs a bikini. Spending a white Christmas in 
Vermont? Pack that parka! When you’re planning a trip, the destination 
makes all the difference. Once you know where you’re going, packing is 
relatively easy.

Being charitable works the same way. If you know your charitable end 
goal, then you’ll know if donating to an endowment will be the right 
vehicle to help get you there. Let’s break it down to better explain the 
concept:

 EN means “to cause”.

 DOW means “to thrive”. 

 MENT means “the result of an action”.

So, making an endowed donation to the Community Foundation means 
you truly want to cause something to thrive! That definition puts the pin 
right on the map, doesn’t it? But, how do you do that? Does one donation 
work? Two? Can it be a small donation? Do I have to be wealthy? This is 
where the Community Foundation can help! Endowed gifts cause 
organizations to thrive because they provide an income stream that helps 
sustain the work they’re doing annually. That’s possible because we 
invest all donations we receive, big and small, together. There’s power in 
numbers! That power grows income which allows grants to be given 
every year…forever. 

Opening an endowment of your own with the Community Foundation 
drives your donation one mile further. An endowment is a fund 
established to support non-profits, causes, or fields of interest that 
benefit our community. Therefore, starting an endowment is the action 
necessary to cause your charity of choice to thrive. How? Unlike most 
other non-profit organizations, the Community Foundation is fully 
sustainable and built for permanence. That’s why gifts to endowment 
funds remain in the fund forever, grow through investments, and provide 
grants to your favorite designated charity yearly.

So, how can you use generosity to show that you love where you live? 
Let the Community Foundation of Grant County be your charitable GPS. 
Tell us how you’d like to make an impact in Grant County, and we’ll give 
you step-by-step directions on how to get there. 

From Matthews to Converse and Van Buren to Fairmount, your 
Community Foundation is working daily with donors of all ages to help 
our county thrive. Why? Because there’s no place like home.

Dear Friends, 

At a time in history when it is too easy to disconnect from 
human interaction, Grant County is still a place that 
appreciates the value of community fellowship. The people, 
simplicity of life, and neighbors looking out for each 
other…this is what I love about Grant County. It’s these values, 
things we love about the place we call home, that the 
Community Foundation works so diligently to uphold.
 
My favorite parts about Grant County are the rural 
countryside, people who don’t know you but wave anyway, 
and a history that tells an amazing story of settlement, 
ingenuity, and perseverance.
 
This year, because of thousands of generous donors over the 
years, the Community Foundation grew to its highest asset 
size ever, $23,195,245. This record is possible because people 
choose to wave to people passing by; it’s part of our 
community fabric to care about others, so it’s no surprise they 
also generously donate to the causes that will support people 
they may never know. 

What matters most is that we keep looking forward to what 
the future can be, while never losing sight of what got us here. 

Our doors opened in 1984. By 2017, Grant County’s 
endowment has not only grown to over $20M, but over 
$16.8M has been awarded back to the most deserving causes 
in our community. Our history of giving where we live proves 
that the Community Foundation is a solid investment into the 
future of Grant County.

I invite you to allow the Community Foundation to facilitate 
your charitable giving. Regardless of the cause you wish to 
support, the Community Foundation will be right by your side 
making sure your charitable goals are met, your investment is 
well managed to ensure significant impact, and your 
experience with us, as an informed donor, is simple and 
efficient. Utilizing the Community Foundation is an easy way 
for you to make a difference in our community for generations 
to come. With your help, we will continue to navigate the 
causes that will make Grant County a thriving community. 

      Board President 

there is no 
place like home

President’s
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OUR MISSION:
We connect people, resources, and causes to promote 
sustainable impact towards the betterment of Grant County.

OUR VISION:
We serve donors, nonprofits, and the community with the 
intent of building endowment to provide income for local 
charitable causes now and forever.

OUR COMMITMENT:
 • To develop a permanent endowment for the community.
 • To serve donors with various interests at various levels 
  of giving.
 • To assess and respond to emerging and changing  
  community needs. 

Assets 23,195,245

Endowment 20,209,781

Grants 1,289,903 

Scholarships 592,261   

Students 117

Years 32

Total Gifts 39,113,000

Location 505 West Third Street 

 Marion, Indiana 46952

 Established 08-20-1984

 Donor 
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Your 
One-Stop 
Generosity 
Shop
You live here. You work here. You play here. You pray 
here. And, as the 3rd most generous county in the state 
of Indiana, we also know that you give here. Our $23M in 
assets proves that the Community Foundation is 
essentially your “One-Stop Generosity Shop”.

That’s because, out of all the charitable vehicles in our 
community, we have the highest MPG. Miles Per Gallon? 
No, even better: Money Produces Grantmaking! 

Money
It all starts with MONEY. Although people in the 
charitable sector rarely say it so boldly, it’s true. But, 
money is only a means to an end. If it ended with you 
donating money, our relationship would merely be a 
transaction—and you deserve more than the promise 
that we’ll spend your donation immediately.

Produces
Once a donation is made to an endowment, it’s our job to 
invest your donation so it PRODUCES an income. In fact, 
because these contributions are endowed, we never 
spend them, but we will put the income stream to work 
for the cause that you’d like to see thrive.

Grantmaking
GRANTMAKING is what turns a transactional experience 
with money into a transformational experience with a 
mission. The income produced through your permanent 
investment allows us to make grants all year long to help 
meet the community’s charitable needs. Between $1M 
and $2M is granted to our community every year. That, 
my fellow traveler, is transformational—the kind of giving 
that demonstrates that we love to invest where we live.  

No, MPG isn’t Miles Per Gallon, but it does 
demonstrate how Money Produces Grantmaking. 
We facilitate the gifts you’d like to give to Grant County; 
big or small, now or later—it makes no difference to us. 
And, not only do we have the highest MPG of any other 
local non-profit, we can carpool, too! That’s right, we can 
combine your generosity with that of others to accelerate 
your philanthropy. That’s how being your One-Stop 
Generosity Shop allows us to fulfill our mission of 
connecting people who care with causes that matter.

Your Toolbox
Remember what your parents always told you when you first 
started driving? Well, your mom probably said to always wear 
clean underwear in case you were in a wreck. But, hopefully, 
your dad reminded you to use the Emergency Assistance Kit in 
the trunk in case of, well, an emergency. Those kits aren’t as 
well-stocked as a mechanic’s toolbox, but they have just what 
you’d need to stay safe until help arrives. A set of jumper 
cables and probably a flashlight. Maybe a reflective vest and a 
first aid kit. The basics.

When it comes to giving where you live, there are 
also some basic tools you’ll need—a Generosity 
Toolbox, so to speak. Like a tollbooth on a busy 
interstate, sometimes you’re prepared to give now. 
Here’s how to make those tax-deductible 
donations: 

Cash: Cash is the easiest way to contribute. Mail a check or 
stop by the office at 505 West Third Street, Marion, IN 46952.

Online: Credit or debit cards can be used to make online 
charitable donations. Like a roadside diner, our website is 
open 24/7/365 at www.GiveToGrant.org/DonorMarketplace.

Stocks or Bonds: With the Dow soaring in 2017, highly- 
appreciated securities may make a better donation than cash. 
Donating securities directly to charity allows you to deduct 
the full fair market value, thus avoiding capital gains tax on 
the appreciation. 

Life Insurance Policy: This is a major gift at a low cost! Name 
the Community Foundation as owner of the policy and any 
premiums paid through the Foundation are tax-deductible. 

Corporate Giving: Some companies will match the 
charitable donations of their employees, so you should ask. 
Or, your company might like to start a company-named 
endowment fund. Most thriving companies like to give back, 
this is a great way to do it. 

You’ve made a lifetime of memories in Grant 
County—you obviously love where you live. Make 
sure the next generation loves it, too. Whether you 
give now or not, it’s always a good idea to explore 
options for giving larger donations later. These 
donations aren’t taxable either: 

Retirement Plan/Insurance Beneficiaries: Anytime you 
have the opportunity to name a beneficiary, you can name the 
Community Foundation of Grant County. For example, is your 
spouse the 100% beneficiary of your retirement fund? 
Perhaps that can be changed to 95% with 5% allocated to the 
Foundation. Remember in high school when you’d only have 
$5.00 to put in your gas tank to go cruisin’ with your friends? It 
didn’t seem like much, but it got you where you wanted to go. 
Over time, that 5% can make a big difference in the life of a 
charity. 

Wills: You can reduce the taxes paid by your estate by 
including the Community Foundation of Grant County in your 
will or estate plan. Just ask, and we can provide gift language 
to make it easy for you. Plus, if you create a named 
endowment fund now, your legacy of generosity can continue 
for generations to come.

GIVE
NOW

GIVE
LATER

“I’m a huge fan of community foundations.  
They are incredible assets to any community, 
and the best of them are visionary exemplars 
of leadership that invest in communities 
in ways that business, government, and the 
financial markets often cannot.” 

–Peter Kageyama, author of Love Where You Live

LOVE
WHERe
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Connecting
People

Resources

Causes

We Love 
Where 
We Live 

Dawn Brown
Executive Director
Dawn@GiveToGrant.org
Gas City, Indiana

Sherri Rush
Chief Financial Officer
Sherri@GiveToGrant.org
Marion, Indiana

Shelly Jones
Development Manager
Shelly@GiveToGrant.org
Jonesboro, Indiana

Cassie Fleming
Grants Manager
Cassie@GiveToGrant.org
Gas City, Indiana

Meagan McCracken
Office Coordinator
Meagan@GiveToGrant.org
Marion, Indiana

John Jones
Board President

Georgette Miller
Vice President

Mike Falder
Secretary

Mylon Logan
Treasurer

Kyle Persinger
Past-President
 

Chad Leighty

Dan Carey

Dennis Banks

Jackie Certain

Jane Merchant

Judy Fitzgerald

Marty Harker

Mary Eckerle

Mike Cline

Nedra Sutter

Sindu Chowattukunnel

Tim Harris

Tom Gearhart

Trent Dailey

Valerie McHarry

Community Foundation Team

Community Foundation Board of Directors

Executive Committee

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities 
 Accounts payable & accrued expenses ....$ 1,210

 Grants payable.................................................. 40,000

 Custodial funds ............................................ 1,357,354

 Charitable gift annuities .............................. 128,930

 Total liabilities..............................................1,527,494

Net assets
 Unrestricted ...................................................................

   Operating ................................................ $753,422

   Non-endowed funds .............................. 699,893

   Endowed funds ....................................20,209,781

     Total unrestricted net assets ....21,663,096

Temporarily restricted ............................................ 4,655

     Total net assets .............................. 21,667,751

GRANT COUNTY

Community Foundation 
of Grant County, Indiana, Inc.
Statement of Financial Position  •  June 30, 2017

$23,195,245

$23,195,245

Connecting people who care with 
cases that matter since 1984.

2016-2017Annual Report

Give Where
You Live



We enable you to broaden your giving by 
building on The Community Foundation of 
Grant County’s philanthropic expertise.
   
We provide highly personalized service 
tailored to each individual’s charitable and 
financial interests.

We are a local organization with deep roots in 
the community.

Our donor-advised funds help people invest in 
the charities they already care about and learn 
about new causes to support.

We accept a wide variety of assets and can 
facilitate even the most complex forms of 
giving.

We offer maximum tax advantages under state 
and federal law.

We multiply the impact of each donation by 
pooling them with other gifts and grants.

We offer permanence to donors through 
endowment funds and multi-generational 
involvement.

We are a community leader, convening 
agencies and coordinating resources to create 
positive change.

It’s hard to get people to agree on just about anything 
anymore—just watch the news. Some like winter, others like 
summer. Some prefer sweet, while others prefer savory. But, there 
is one thing we can all agree on…we hate traffic! 

There’s nothing like a good traffic jam to get your road rage 
engaged and your blood pressure pulsing. Sometimes a traffic 
light is out. Other times there’s a rubbernecker slowing things 
down. And, there’s always the dreaded road construction detour 
ahead sign. It really doesn’t matter the reason; the point is, you’re 
going nowhere fast. 

That’s how many communities operate daily. There are a lot of 
people trying to go somewhere. But, with little coordinated effort, 
they all end up frustrated and out of gas by the end of the day. 
Thankfully, Grant County is saying goodbye to those metaphorical 
traffic jams. We’re on the road with a good set of directions by 
using the collective impact model through Thriving Families, 
Thriving Grant County.

As part of our Community Leadership duties, we made a grant in 
2015 to hire a consultant to help us avoid the traffic jams that 
prevent communities from getting to their desired destination. An 
amazing Guiding Team worked together like cartographers to 
create a map outlining what Grant County families would need to 
thrive.

That’s how Thriving Families, Thriving Grant County was born. It 
became exciting to imagine what it would be like if all of our Grant 
County families were thriving. It got real when we hired Executive 

Scholarship 
crossing

Helping students fund their 
educational dreams since 1984. 

$592,261 awarded in 2017
This year, the monumental generosity of our donors 
connected more Grant County students with the 
opportunity to pursue their dreams through higher 
education. In 2016-17, 115 students received scholarships 
from the Community Foundation. These students have 
access to new skills, opportunities for rewarding careers, 
and the ability to strengthen the workforce after 
graduation.  

To apply for Fall 2018 college scholarships, visit

www.GiveToGrant.org/Scholarship

Driving Directions to the Perfect 
Scholarship Application

A good essay can make or break an application. 
Shortcuts won’t get you there. We have found, in the past, 
that students who receive scholarships have written 
essays that put an X on the map. This might be a great 
time to chart a course to the best 5-paragraph essay of 
your life! The essays should include complete sentences, 
good punctuation, proper spelling and grammar, and an 
easy flow from one paragraph to the next.

When you think about it, there are many students with 
excellent grades, athletic accomplishments, and 
community service hours—essays are key for a 
scholarship reviewer to get to know the real you! 
Reviewers expect to read well-prepared essays, and 
students who invest time in their writing score higher 
every single time.

So, applicants, take your time. Edit, revise, and re-read for 
clarity and accuracy. And, it’s never a bad idea to have 
someone else proofread your essay before you submit 
your application. Ask a teacher, parent, counselor, or 
friend to double-check your final essay to make it 
scholarship-worthy! Our scholarship reviewers can tell if 
you’ve dedicated proper time to your essays; that can 
mean the difference between winning big or not winning 
at all.

Grants from the Community Impact Fund 
support non-profits in Grant County who apply 
for financial help. Our Board uses the Community 
Impact Fund to address the most current, 
pressing needs in our community. Unfortunatly, 
these funds are extremely limited, leaving us 
with no choice but to deny many deserving 
non-profit applicants. So, if you just can’t decide 
which cause to support, consider donating to the 
Community Impact Fund and help us help more 
of our local non-profit partners. 

Community 
Impact
Grantmaking 

Application is open:

November 1 – January 31

Submit one online application for over 140 
scholarships. Students are required to complete 
two essays and the College Costs Estimator.
 
The College Costs Estimator informs students of 
their estimated State and Federal Financial Aid. This 
allows us to award what is needed at the average 
state college rate without ‘overscholaring’.

Don’t wait until the application closes on January 31, 
as  there may be additional required documents for 
some applicants.

Applications Reviewed by Volunteers: 

February – March

A group of community volunteers reviews each 
scholarship application in a “blind” review process by 
hiding student names. Reviewers are asked to score 
applications based on the scholarship criteria. Each 
reviewer signs a recusal form verifying they are not 
related to applicants and they will score in a fair and 
unbiased manner.

Scholarship Offers Made: 

First Week of April

The Community Foundation’s Board of Directors 
examines and approves the reviewers’ top-ranked 
candidates based on how much funding the student 
needs in order to afford average tuition, fees, and 
books at the public college rate.

Once an application is reviewed by volunteers, the 
top-ranked candidates receive scholarship offers. 
Students must verify their qualifications before an 
award will be approved.

Students Formally Accept Offers: 

First week of May

Students must accept the scholarship offer by signing 
the Verification Agreement. By accepting the offer, the 
student is allowing the Community Foundation to 
verify their college enrollment and major for the offer 
to become an official award. This ensures that the 
scholar still meets the donor’s criteria.

Final Announcements are Mailed to Students: 

First Week of July

When the student is verified, the offer then becomes 
an award. If the student isn’t verified, an offer will be 
made to the runner-up.

Checks Mailed to Bursar’s Office: 

First week of August 

Awards are mailed directly to the college bursar’s 
office no later than the first week of August. Funds are 
used immediately for ‘qualified education expenses’ 
as defined by the IRS—tuition, fees, and books only.

Grants 
TRANSPORTATION
by Program Area for Fiscal Year 2016-17

$1,289,903 total 
  

Giving is the heart of what we do here at the 
Community Foundation. We are uniquely situated at 
the intersection of community needs and donors’ 
desires to make an impact. 

Every year, we give over $1 million dollars to 
non-profits, community entities, and college-bound 
students here in Grant County.  

From swing sets and dog parks, 
to gardens and special events, 
we fund a variety of causes that 
promote sustainable impact towards 
the betterment of Grant County. 

10 REASONS 
why a donor chooses a 
community foundation 
for their charitable giving 

THEY Love 
Where 

THEY Live. 

And, the number 1 reason is:

1

Director, Cathy Weatherspoon, to manage the Community 
Development, Talent Pipeline, and Family Well-Being 
networks as she began the newly-created job of 
coordinating our efforts toward the same destination.   

Everyone knows you can’t go anywhere without fuel. 
Thriving Families, Thriving Grant County was blessed to 
have nine funders collectively band together and fund 
Grant County’s first collective impact initiative as these 
funders set the stage for infinite possibilities. They 
understand that together we can make more impact than 
any one entity can make alone.

It’s true, our work is just beginning with Thriving Families, 
Thriving Grant County. But, this we know for sure…when 
all the traffic is coordinated, even if we’re taking different 
routes, we’ll all get to the desired destination eventually 
and intentionally. We might not be going 70mph on the 
interstate, but we’re moving right along, with purpose, and 
our chosen destination in mind. It’s a novel idea, isn’t it? All 
this time, we were working in ways that caused the traffic 
jams. Now, we’re working together to avoid the delays, 
skip the construction, and make good time. 

Maybe you know a shortcut. Perhaps you can volunteer to 
drive. Either way, we’d love for you to come to this great 
destination where all families thrive…that’s the future of 
Grant County, friends. Keep your eye out this next year for 
all the news about Thriving Families, Thriving Grant County 
and find out how you might be able to get involved .

Cathy F. Weatherspoon, MS
Executive Director 

Cathy@ThrivingGrantCounty.com
765-662-0065
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ASSETS

Cash........................................................................ $267,986

Certificates of deposit..........................................925,879

Prepaid expenses ......................................................6,212

Investments ...................................................... 21,721,485

Property and equipment, net .......................... 262,729

Cash surrender value of life insurance ........... 10,954
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

SCHOLARSHIP

EDUCATION

HUMAN SERVICES

HEALTH

The majority of funds held at the Community Foundation support 
community development causes. That’s why most grant dollars are 
awarded in these areas. Our donors told us through their giving, 
these are the areas we should focus most of our grantmaking.

The Community Foundation of Grant County, Indiana 
traditionally addresses needs that generally fall into 
the following categories:

Scholarships open doors and connect students with new skills, 
opportunities, and rewarding careers after graduation.

Education grants elevate our community’s non-profits by providing 
access to educational resources that may not have otherwise been 
obtainable. 

These grants are awarded to agencies offering a hand up to our 
community members in need. 

Sometimes the best path to a healthy community is ensuring the actual 
healthcare of that community. That’s exactly what these grants do.

29%

27%

20%

17%

7%

In his book, Love Where You Live: Creating Emotionally Engaging Places, 
author Peter Kageyama said, “A giving community is a lovable community 
because its members have a generous spirit and have learned to look 
beyond themselves to see the interconnectedness of all of the 
community’s members.” That’s why, being the Community Foundation of 
Grant County, where we live is important. But, it should be meaningful to 
everyone who lives here. Whether you were born here or moved here, 
work here or have family here, went to school here or take your kids to 
school here...you live here now, which makes it your home. And, if home 
is where the heart is, you really should love where you live. We do! 

Did you know there’s only one Swayzee in the world? It’s true. Right here 
in good ‘ole Grant County, you’ll find that one-of-a-kind town. Did you 
also know that there’s only one community foundation in Grant County? 
That’s also true. It was created in 1984 to intentionally serve local donors, 
grantees, and leaders who all had one thing in common: they loved 
where they lived.

But, before you can understand why a local community foundation was 
needed, you need to learn the premise on which it was based—
endowment. It’s like a vacation. You’ve worked hard and now it’s time to 
play hard. But, you can’t pack until you know where you’re going. Flying 
to Seattle? There better be a slicker in your suitcase. Heading to the 
Bahamas? That backpack needs a bikini. Spending a white Christmas in 
Vermont? Pack that parka! When you’re planning a trip, the destination 
makes all the difference. Once you know where you’re going, packing is 
relatively easy.

Being charitable works the same way. If you know your charitable end 
goal, then you’ll know if donating to an endowment will be the right 
vehicle to help get you there. Let’s break it down to better explain the 
concept:

 EN means “to cause”.

 DOW means “to thrive”. 

 MENT means “the result of an action”.

So, making an endowed donation to the Community Foundation means 
you truly want to cause something to thrive! That definition puts the pin 
right on the map, doesn’t it? But, how do you do that? Does one donation 
work? Two? Can it be a small donation? Do I have to be wealthy? This is 
where the Community Foundation can help! Endowed gifts cause 
organizations to thrive because they provide an income stream that helps 
sustain the work they’re doing annually. That’s possible because we 
invest all donations we receive, big and small, together. There’s power in 
numbers! That power grows income which allows grants to be given 
every year…forever. 

Opening an endowment of your own with the Community Foundation 
drives your donation one mile further. An endowment is a fund 
established to support non-profits, causes, or fields of interest that 
benefit our community. Therefore, starting an endowment is the action 
necessary to cause your charity of choice to thrive. How? Unlike most 
other non-profit organizations, the Community Foundation is fully 
sustainable and built for permanence. That’s why gifts to endowment 
funds remain in the fund forever, grow through investments, and provide 
grants to your favorite designated charity yearly.

So, how can you use generosity to show that you love where you live? 
Let the Community Foundation of Grant County be your charitable GPS. 
Tell us how you’d like to make an impact in Grant County, and we’ll give 
you step-by-step directions on how to get there. 

From Matthews to Converse and Van Buren to Fairmount, your 
Community Foundation is working daily with donors of all ages to help 
our county thrive. Why? Because there’s no place like home.

Dear Friends, 

At a time in history when it is too easy to disconnect from 
human interaction, Grant County is still a place that 
appreciates the value of community fellowship. The people, 
simplicity of life, and neighbors looking out for each 
other…this is what I love about Grant County. It’s these values, 
things we love about the place we call home, that the 
Community Foundation works so diligently to uphold.
 
My favorite parts about Grant County are the rural 
countryside, people who don’t know you but wave anyway, 
and a history that tells an amazing story of settlement, 
ingenuity, and perseverance.
 
This year, because of thousands of generous donors over the 
years, the Community Foundation grew to its highest asset 
size ever, $23,195,245. This record is possible because people 
choose to wave to people passing by; it’s part of our 
community fabric to care about others, so it’s no surprise they 
also generously donate to the causes that will support people 
they may never know. 

What matters most is that we keep looking forward to what 
the future can be, while never losing sight of what got us here. 

Our doors opened in 1984. By 2017, Grant County’s 
endowment has not only grown to over $20M, but over 
$16.8M has been awarded back to the most deserving causes 
in our community. Our history of giving where we live proves 
that the Community Foundation is a solid investment into the 
future of Grant County.

I invite you to allow the Community Foundation to facilitate 
your charitable giving. Regardless of the cause you wish to 
support, the Community Foundation will be right by your side 
making sure your charitable goals are met, your investment is 
well managed to ensure significant impact, and your 
experience with us, as an informed donor, is simple and 
efficient. Utilizing the Community Foundation is an easy way 
for you to make a difference in our community for generations 
to come. With your help, we will continue to navigate the 
causes that will make Grant County a thriving community. 

      Board President 

there is no 
place like home
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OUR MISSION:
We connect people, resources, and causes to promote 
sustainable impact towards the betterment of Grant County.

OUR VISION:
We serve donors, nonprofits, and the community with the 
intent of building endowment to provide income for local 
charitable causes now and forever.

OUR COMMITMENT:
 • To develop a permanent endowment for the community.
 • To serve donors with various interests at various levels 
  of giving.
 • To assess and respond to emerging and changing  
  community needs. 

Assets 23,195,245

Endowment 20,209,781

Grants 1,289,903 

Scholarships 592,261   

Students 117

Years 32

Total Gifts 39,113,000

Location 505 West Third Street 

 Marion, Indiana 46952

 Established 08-20-1984

 Donor 
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Your 
One-Stop 
Generosity 
Shop
You live here. You work here. You play here. You pray 
here. And, as the 3rd most generous county in the state 
of Indiana, we also know that you give here. Our $23M in 
assets proves that the Community Foundation is 
essentially your “One-Stop Generosity Shop”.

That’s because, out of all the charitable vehicles in our 
community, we have the highest MPG. Miles Per Gallon? 
No, even better: Money Produces Grantmaking! 

Money
It all starts with MONEY. Although people in the 
charitable sector rarely say it so boldly, it’s true. But, 
money is only a means to an end. If it ended with you 
donating money, our relationship would merely be a 
transaction—and you deserve more than the promise 
that we’ll spend your donation immediately.

Produces
Once a donation is made to an endowment, it’s our job to 
invest your donation so it PRODUCES an income. In fact, 
because these contributions are endowed, we never 
spend them, but we will put the income stream to work 
for the cause that you’d like to see thrive.

Grantmaking
GRANTMAKING is what turns a transactional experience 
with money into a transformational experience with a 
mission. The income produced through your permanent 
investment allows us to make grants all year long to help 
meet the community’s charitable needs. Between $1M 
and $2M is granted to our community every year. That, 
my fellow traveler, is transformational—the kind of giving 
that demonstrates that we love to invest where we live.  

No, MPG isn’t Miles Per Gallon, but it does 
demonstrate how Money Produces Grantmaking. 
We facilitate the gifts you’d like to give to Grant County; 
big or small, now or later—it makes no difference to us. 
And, not only do we have the highest MPG of any other 
local non-profit, we can carpool, too! That’s right, we can 
combine your generosity with that of others to accelerate 
your philanthropy. That’s how being your One-Stop 
Generosity Shop allows us to fulfill our mission of 
connecting people who care with causes that matter.

Your Toolbox
Remember what your parents always told you when you first 
started driving? Well, your mom probably said to always wear 
clean underwear in case you were in a wreck. But, hopefully, 
your dad reminded you to use the Emergency Assistance Kit in 
the trunk in case of, well, an emergency. Those kits aren’t as 
well-stocked as a mechanic’s toolbox, but they have just what 
you’d need to stay safe until help arrives. A set of jumper 
cables and probably a flashlight. Maybe a reflective vest and a 
first aid kit. The basics.

When it comes to giving where you live, there are 
also some basic tools you’ll need—a Generosity 
Toolbox, so to speak. Like a tollbooth on a busy 
interstate, sometimes you’re prepared to give now. 
Here’s how to make those tax-deductible 
donations: 

Cash: Cash is the easiest way to contribute. Mail a check or 
stop by the office at 505 West Third Street, Marion, IN 46952.

Online: Credit or debit cards can be used to make online 
charitable donations. Like a roadside diner, our website is 
open 24/7/365 at www.GiveToGrant.org/DonorMarketplace.

Stocks or Bonds: With the Dow soaring in 2017, highly- 
appreciated securities may make a better donation than cash. 
Donating securities directly to charity allows you to deduct 
the full fair market value, thus avoiding capital gains tax on 
the appreciation. 

Life Insurance Policy: This is a major gift at a low cost! Name 
the Community Foundation as owner of the policy and any 
premiums paid through the Foundation are tax-deductible. 

Corporate Giving: Some companies will match the 
charitable donations of their employees, so you should ask. 
Or, your company might like to start a company-named 
endowment fund. Most thriving companies like to give back, 
this is a great way to do it. 

You’ve made a lifetime of memories in Grant 
County—you obviously love where you live. Make 
sure the next generation loves it, too. Whether you 
give now or not, it’s always a good idea to explore 
options for giving larger donations later. These 
donations aren’t taxable either: 

Retirement Plan/Insurance Beneficiaries: Anytime you 
have the opportunity to name a beneficiary, you can name the 
Community Foundation of Grant County. For example, is your 
spouse the 100% beneficiary of your retirement fund? 
Perhaps that can be changed to 95% with 5% allocated to the 
Foundation. Remember in high school when you’d only have 
$5.00 to put in your gas tank to go cruisin’ with your friends? It 
didn’t seem like much, but it got you where you wanted to go. 
Over time, that 5% can make a big difference in the life of a 
charity. 

Wills: You can reduce the taxes paid by your estate by 
including the Community Foundation of Grant County in your 
will or estate plan. Just ask, and we can provide gift language 
to make it easy for you. Plus, if you create a named 
endowment fund now, your legacy of generosity can continue 
for generations to come.

GIVE
NOW

GIVE
LATER

“I’m a huge fan of community foundations.  
They are incredible assets to any community, 
and the best of them are visionary exemplars 
of leadership that invest in communities 
in ways that business, government, and the 
financial markets often cannot.” 

–Peter Kageyama, author of Love Where You Live
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LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities 
 Accounts payable & accrued expenses ....$ 1,210

 Grants payable.................................................. 40,000

 Custodial funds ............................................ 1,357,354

 Charitable gift annuities .............................. 128,930

 Total liabilities..............................................1,527,494

Net assets
 Unrestricted ...................................................................

   Operating ................................................ $753,422

   Non-endowed funds .............................. 699,893

   Endowed funds ....................................20,209,781

     Total unrestricted net assets ....21,663,096

Temporarily restricted ............................................ 4,655

     Total net assets .............................. 21,667,751

GRANT COUNTY

Community Foundation 
of Grant County, Indiana, Inc.
Statement of Financial Position  •  June 30, 2017

$23,195,245

$23,195,245

Connecting people who care with 
cases that matter since 1984.
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WHITE’S RESIDENTIAL & FAMILY SERVICES GRANT 
Anthony & Dolores Bove Fund and Eugene & Marilyn Glick Fund; $1,000

Growing Teens for Life at White’s Residential & Family Services is preparing teens for 
adulthood , by providing educational work opportunities, building vocational skills, 
and fostering spiritual growth. Students ages 15-18 learn skills needed to transition from 
structured care, education and treatment programs into the world of employment  and 
self-sufficiency once they return to their home communities.
 
In the program, adolescents on the residential campus are paired with master gardeners. 
Together they explore plant and vegetable type, grow and nurture those plants in 
greenhouses, place product in a storefront, tend to customer needs, and sell the work of their 
hands. With this grant, Whites Residential repaired a germination table used in the 
entrepreneurial initiative, qualifying them for STEM-related funding and educational credits.

YOUR GIFT LITERALLY CHANGES LIVES

CANCER SERVICES OF GRANT COUNTY GRANT
Community Impact Fund and Young Women’s Endowed 
Fund; $5,000

Since 2000, the Breast Education Screen Survival (BESS) 
Program has educated 70,000 Grant County residents of all 
ages about breast self-awareness and early detection, 
additionally BESS provided 8,000 mammograms to those 
who otherwise could not afford one. With this program, 57 
women have been diagnosed with breast cancer and 
successfully navigated through their cancer journey. Each 
year, because of the BESS program, underserved women and 
men in Grant County receive lifesaving breast health 
education, screenings, and patient navigation. Thanks to 
BESS, Cancer Services of Grant County is increasing early 
detection and survival rates which decreases the burden of 
illness and saves lives.

SAVING LIVES THROUGH EARLY DETECTION

BRIDGES TO HEALTH GRANT
Irving Family Endowment Fund; $10,000 

Bridges to health serves over 3,500 
individuals in Grant County with no health 
insurance and income below 200% of the 
federal poverty level, They have seen how a 
relationship with a primary care physician, 
and access to preventative care, health 
education, and medications can be life 
changing for individuals who have fallen off 
the map of the healthcare system. 

New computers and diagnostic equipment 
means they can better serve their patients 
and comply with all regulations.

BETTER EQUIPPED TO SERVE OTHERS

GRANT COUNTY RESCUE MISSION GRANT 
Peter G. Flinn Charitable Endowment Fund 
and Irving Family Endowment Fund; 
$10,000

Committed to health, safety, and well-being, 
these renovations created a more hygienic 
and overall healthier environment for the men 
who live in the Grant County Rescue Mission. 

These renovations to the third floor living 
area, not only created a better environment 
for the residents, but also emphasized the 
idea that they deserve a nice place to live. 
This sustainable project allowed the Rescue 
Mission to house people who are 
experiencing homelessness and to come 
alongside the residents with tools to assist 
them in their desire to create a new life.

WE REALLY LOVE CHANGING LIVES

LIFT GRANT
15 Community Foundation funds; $10,000

Lift is a nonprofit afterschool program that 
exists to reach vulnerable youth in the Grant 
County community. This year Lift provided 
approximately 75 afterschool sessions for 36 
students. 

Established in 2014, Lift is a Christian-based 
afterschool program that emphasizes whole 
person growth, academic achievement, and 
spiritual nurture. Lift is designed to help 
selected Eastbrook students who feel 
burdened by academic gridlock reach their 
full educational potential as well as grow in 
their relationship with God and others.

WE CAN FULFILL OUR VISION 

JEFFERSON MONROE HELPING HANDS 
GRANT
Irving Family Endowment Fund and 
Peter G. Flinn Charitable Endowment 
Fund; $10,000

Helping Hands has been in existence for 
over 30 years, bridging the gap with 
assistance to the rural poor of Jefferson 
and Monroe townships. This grant funded 
a new roof for the food pantry and 
allowed them to remain a vital asset in 
providing for needy families in this 
community.

SOON SERVING DRY IN UPLAND

UPLAND PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
GRANT 
Ned J. Pulley Endowed Fund and Orville 
E. & Carrie Maxine Stevens Endowed 
Fund; $3,209

The most critical time for a child’s 
development is in his/her earliest years. 
Playgrounds both challenge and foster the 
development of motor skills, driving 
children to success in the future. This grant 
provided renovations to the park 
equipment and improved the lives of 
young children in the Town of Upland.

BETTER PARKS FOR UPLAND RESIDENTS

CAREY SERVICES GRANT 
Irving Family Endowment Fund and Earl B. Gottschalk 
Memorial Fund; $4,716  

Carey Services provides wellness programming for 
individuals with disabilities in Grant County. To enhance 
this resource, Carey Services received a grant for 
programming known as My25. This program is a roadmap 
to success for substantial and sustainable health nutrition 
for individuals with disabilities. Individuals enrolled in the 
program improve their health and wellness and become 
more independent through their individualized plans.

THANK YOU FOR PROMOTING WELLNESS

HOOSIER SHAKES GRANT
Irving Family Endowment Fund; $5,000

Hoosier Shakes is an outdoor, live music  theatre
company, professional and student artists, and great 
quality performances in downtown Marion. This 
non-profit repertory theatre company performed as a 
pay-what-you-will performance series, making 
Shakespeare accessible to everyone. 

THE SHOWS CAN GO ON

CHARITABLE GIFTS OF GRAIN 
The Community Foundation is excited to plow ahead with introducing the option of 
giving through a charitable gift of grain. Donations given locally invest in our 
community. Your gift of grain will leave a legacy in Grant County that will live on and 
forever award grants to causes like those listed on thisGrant County map. 

How does it work? All it takes is four simple steps: 
1. CONSULT with your tax preparer.
2. DELIVER the grain to your elevator.
3. REQUEST the elevator to transfer your gift in any amount
 to the Community Foundation of Grant County.
4. NOTIFY us of your gift.

This type of gift is considered an income reduction through a charitable gift of ordinary 
income property. To greenlight this program, visit www.GiveToGrant.org/Gift-of-Grain 
or call us at 765-662-0065.

**This information should not be construed as providing you with legal or tax advice.

GRANT County
Love Where You Live
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Community Features

Garfield Trail

Map is not to scale.

2016-17 Grant Stories

The best thing about a map is that it helps 
you find your way back home. Charted on 
the map  is a sampling of Grant County’s 
finest assets; just a few of the things that 
make us love where we live. 

While we couldn’t indicate on this map all the locations you 
should visit, we hope you’ll plan a trip soon to learn how you 
can be involved in exploring this wonderful place where we 
live, work, play, and pray. 

Hometown Highlights mentioned in this report are also 
featured on the Grant County Convention & Visitors Bureau 
website.


