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Punctuation. 
 Who would ever choose punctuation as the theme for their Annual Report? Who 
are we kidding—you’re really not that surprised now are you? Punctuation. The 
word itself comes from the Latin word punctuare which means “making a point.” 
And isn’t that what an Annual Report is all about? To make a point about our donors. 
To make a point about our grantmaking. To make a point about our community 
leadership. To make a point about the tremendous impact that generosity can have 
on a community. But that’s not all. Actually, generosity and punctuation have more in 
common than you might think.

MAKING 
a Point

Punctuation Saves Lives.
Let’s start with the most alarming 
similarity between punctuation and 
generosity: They both save lives! 

Consider this: 

“Let’s eat Grandma!” 

versus 

“Let’s eat, Grandma!” 

See what we mean? One properly  
placed comma just saved Grandma’s life. 

Generosity saves lives, too! As you’ll see later in the grantmaking section 
of this report, donations given through the Community Foundation are used to 
make local grants. These grants pay for mammograms to prevent cancer. These 
grants provide food insecure children and their families with meals on the weekends 
or other times when they can’t be in school. These grants fund recovery programs 
and domestic violence centers and homeless shelters—all investments in local 
friends and neighbors seeking the opportunity to thrive. Yes, even in Grant County, 
generosity saves lives.
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we’re trying to convey a meaningful 
message. Imagine a world where 
punctuation marks could be used in 
text messages from our kids! It’s a 
crazy dream, but stranger things have 
happened. Punctuation is powerful.
Now envision a world where donations 
are made to endowments that make 
grants for needs today, but are also 
invested and grown so they’ll have 
grantmaking power every year—forever. 
A gift like that can benefit your favorite 
charity, your favorite cause, or your 
favorite community, in general. 

Luckily, we don’t have to dream about 
a world where this happens—we live 
in a community where these kinds of 
donations are made daily to funds held 
at the Community Foundation. 

Whether it’s simple punctuation or a 
generous donation, being intentional 
about the outcome you want makes 
everything more meaningful. 

Despite COVID, our community 
contributed to a remarkable year at the 
Community Foundation. Allow us to 
punctuate a few of the highlights as we 
walk you through our last fiscal year. We 
hope you enjoy it!

What a difference 
punctuation makes:

A woman, without her man, 
is nothing.

A woman: without her,  
man is nothing.

Punctuation and Generosity
are found everywhere 
The second parallel between generosity 
and punctuation is clearly the most 
obvious: They’re both easily found 
everywhere! 

Scattered throughout books, magazines, 
and even this Annual Report, you’ll find 
all the punctuation—periods, commas, 
quotations marks, and one of our 
favorites, exclamation points! Arguably, 
punctuation plays a critical role, but they 
never upstage the story—they’re there 
to support it. Generosity behaves in 
much the same way—not with words on 
a page, of course, but in life. Generosity 
is sprinkled throughout the world, 
but especially in Grant County where 
Giving USA ranks us as the third most 
generous county in the state of Indiana. 
Yet, the humble generosity in our 
community never outshines the reason 
for the generosity in the first place—the 
story of transformation caused by such 
selfless kindness. Sometimes subtle, 
sometimes bold—always supporting 
the bigger, broader story—punctuation 
and generosity are everywhere…thank 
goodness!

That Means A Lot 
Additionally, we’d be remiss to not point 
out one more link between punctuation 
and generosity: Properly placed, they 
both bring great meaning to our 
everyday lives. 

Like the famous line in Cool Hand 
Luke, “What we’ve got here is a failure 
to communicate”, the presence of a few 
well-positioned punctuation marks can 
make a formidable difference when 



Our Mission
& the 

Ampersand
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If there was ever a symbol that represented the core mission of the 

Community Foundation of Grant County, it would be the ampersand.

We never work alone, there’s always an and—an &     .

It’s the Community Foundation & our donors. It’s our grantmaking & our nonprofit 
partners. It’s our team & our Board of Directors. It’s endowment funds & pass-
through funds. It’s the transaction & the transformation. It’s making a difference for 
today & tomorrow. Like many great duos in history—Kermit & Miss Piggy, cheese & 
crackers, Netflix & chill, Fred Astaire & Ginger Rogers, and Tuesdays & tacos—we’re 
simply never talked about alone…there’s always an &. We truly could not love that 
fact more because we believe that we are always better together. 

That’s why the mission of the Community Foundation of Grant County is to connect 
people, resources, & causes to promote sustainable impact towards the betterment of 
Grant County. It’s obviously a mission that cannot be accomplished alone. Friends, 
if we’ve learned anything over the past 36 years, it’s that we’re better together—the 
& connects us! But our work and the power of the & doesn’t stop there! While the 
ampersand clearly shows how we’re connected, it’s also a symbol of addition and 
continuation. It’s truly the superhero of the punctuation world.
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But Wait, There’s More
Paul Harvey was famous for saying, “And now you know 
the rest of the story”. Because sometimes there’s more 
to tell—the AND is our signal that the story continues. 
The forever AND of every community foundation is 
our intentional focus on the promotion of giving to 
endowments. Donating to an endowed fund means 
your gift will make a difference today & tomorrow—
because an endowment lasts forever. The ampersand 
signifies, ‘but wait, there’s more,’ exactly like a donation 
to an endowment. With both an ampersand and an 
endowed donation, you can rest assured that the story 
continues—it will go on & on.

What’s 
Your Sign?
We have to admit, until 
this year, we never 
thought about what 
punctuation mark best 
reflects who we are and 
what we do. Once we 
realized the remarkable 
ability that the ampersand 
has to connect, to add, 
and to continue—it just 
felt so, well, us! Of all the 
punctuation in all the 
world, we are so &. What’s 
your sign?

The Energizer Bunny of Philanthropy
Community foundations have an incredible competitive advantage when it comes 
to generosity. Donors appreciate our Give, Grow, & Grant endowment model 
for community transformation. They appreciate how every endowed gift given to 
the Community Foundation will grow through our strategic investment portfolio. 
That growth allows their cause or charity of choice to receive grants annually to 
further their mission. It’s the Energizer Bunny of Philanthropy—the gift just keeps 
going & going & going. See how that ampersand takes the original donation—the 
transaction—and adds to it through investment growth? Did you also pick up on how 
steady, year-after-year support is a real difference-maker? It’s not ‘one and done’ 
philanthropy. Like the ampersand, when the Community Foundation is your charity 
of choice, you can always count on us to add a little extra to everything we do.



If there was ever a punctuation mark 
that described GIFT (Giving Indiana 
Funds for Tomorrow), it would be the 
INTERROBANG. Although this singular 
glyph cannot be found on a standard 
keyboard, the combination of the 
question mark & the exclamation point 
is becoming increasingly popular these 
days, and rightly so. Interrobangs made 
their debut in the 1960’s by adding the 
interro—short for ‘interrogation point’, 
the technical name for the question 
mark—and bang—which is printer’s 
slang for the exclamation point. Bada-
bing-bada-boom, two quick keystrokes 
later and you’re INTERROBANGING—
also known as posing rhetorical 
questions meant to express great 
excitement. And arguably the only 
possible way to punctuate our reaction 
to receiving a big white envelope from 
Lilly Endowment Inc. outlining GIFT VII, 
an assortment of grant opportunities 
accompanied by a $1M donation to the 
Community Foundation of Grant County. 
What?! Really?! Omg?! 

The first in the suite of grant 
opportunities was a $75,000 
Community Leadership Planning 
Grant that we applied for, and won, 
in 2019. Although all donations 
to the Community Foundation are 
appreciated, it’s not often that you get 
the gift of time and money—and that’s 

essentially what this gift provided. The 
premise was simple. Lilly Endowment 
Inc. wanted to invest in building the 
leadership capacity of the 94 community 
foundations across the state of Indiana. 
To do that well, they knew we would 
need both time and money to invest in 
data collection, research, and listening 
to the citizens of Grant County. Initially, 
we hired a data analysis expert to 
dig deep into Grant County-specific 
statistics. This move was critical for two 
significant reasons: (1) Data changes 
rapidly and it’s difficult to stay on top 
of it with all of our other community 
obligations, and (2) It’s time-consuming 
to piece together the Grant County-
centric data across multiple state and 
national datasets. 

Although not surprising, a variety of 
datapoints confirmed what we had 
been working on since 2015 through 
our collective impact initiative, Thriving 
Grant County—child poverty was, and 
still is, our priority systemic issue. In 
fact, the data revealed that it’s been our 
systemic issue for over twenty years. 
While it’s good to know that our efforts 
over the past five years have been 
worthy—we have 2.3% fewer children 
in poverty today—it was also difficult 
to be reminded that this has been our 
systemic issue for decades. Decades?!

What?! 
Really?! 
Omg?!
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Now that the statistical data was telling us one story, we stepped 
out on a community leadership limb to hear the real-life stories that 
those numbers reflected—that’s when the Voices Project was born.

The Voices Project was our Planning Grant effort to listen—really 
listen—to 300 Grant County citizens who were (1) currently in 
poverty, (2) previously in poverty, or (3) serving those in poverty. 
We were putting into action these poignant words spoken by 
Dean Jackson, “Listening is an art that requires attention over talent, 
spirit over ego, others over self.” Those three reasons are likely 
why our friends and neighbors who are living the experience of 
poverty aren’t often invited to the table—not a dinner table or a 
board room table. It’s also why the professionals with degrees and 
academic acumen don’t frequently work together with the those 
who are experiencing the very problems they set out to solve. The 
GIFT VII Planning Grant proved that our work to eliminate child 
poverty in Grant County was contingent on the dual expertise of 
the Professionals & the Practitioners living the experience. The 
ampersand strikes again with this powerful duo, not unlike the 
interrobang. What?! Really?! Omg?!

The Voices Project

“Listening is an art that requires 
attention over talent, 

spirit over ego, others over self.”
— Dean Jackson
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It’s not uncommon to run across the 
dot-dot-dot of an ellipsis in everyday life. 
You’ll find those unassuming periods 
punctuated in everything from books 
to emails; but nowadays we commonly 
find them on our cell phones while 
texting—techies might call it a ‘typing 
awareness indicator’. We’ve all seen that 
dancing ellipsis—a sure sign that more 
information is on the other side. 

The super-ellipsis is an ellipsis on 
steroids. Instead of the mundane 
dot-dot-dot of the standard ellipsis, 
it behaves more like the duh-duh-duh 
sound effect that you’d hear in a Scooby 
Doo Mystery just before the mask was 
yanked, revealing the identity of the 
villain. It was typically followed by the 
exclamation “I would’ve gotten away with 
it, too, if it hadn’t been for you meddling 
kids!” 

You don’t see much use for the super-
ellipsis outside of mystery movies, which 
is probably why it’s listed on the Internet 
under, “punctuation marks that really 
should exist”. Because sometimes the 
standard punctuation marks just won’t 
do. But there’s another really incredible, 
nay, undeniable, reason to use a super-
ellipsis—it’s when  you win your 
second Lilly Endowment Inc. grant in 
the same calendar year!

In our book, there’s no better reason for 
an extreme, dramatic pause. Because 
on the other side of that super-ellipsis 
was  $150,000 poverty-fighting 
dollars!

After 9-months of digging through a 
sea of Grant County data and listening 
to literally hundreds and hundreds 
of community members throughout 
the Planning Grant process, we 
combined our newfound knowledge 
into one document—the GIFT VII 
Implementation Grant. This winning 
grant request was dedicated to 
widening the Foundation’s community 
leadership footprint by developing 
a model to reduce child poverty in 
rural America—starting locally in Mill 
Township.

This vital work is being spearheaded 
by Thriving Grant County, which was 
recently designated as a supporting 
organization of the Community 
Foundation. Using the nationally 
recognized Collective Impact 
Framework, driven by local residents 
imagining a brighter future, the 
Thriving Mill Township initiative will 
work to create long-term sustainable 
change beyond a single program by 
asking one very important question: 
What is it that we want for our 
community that we can only 
accomplish together?

An Ellipsis on Steroids



    2019 - 2020  •  Annual Report  9

Sign up for our eNewsletter by visiting www.GiveToGrant.org and follow both 
Thriving Grant County and the Community Foundation of Grant County on social 
media to keep up-to-date on the activities implemented through the three Thriving 
Networks: Family Well-Being, Talent Pipeline, and Community Development. We’re 
hopeful that our Thriving Mill Township Update in next year’s Annual Report will be 
worthy of a  super-ellipsis pause. Stay tuned to find out. 

Talent 
Pipeline
Network

Family
Well-Being

Network

Community 
Development

Network

The story of Thriving Grant County 
continues to be told...

Thriving
Grant County



10 

Cheers to the Happy Couple :)Cheers to the Happy Couple :)
Covid-19 wreaked havoc on the wedding plans of many in 2020, no question. But 
there were two old flames who reconnected when the Community Foundation 
was awarded a $1 Million matching grant from Lilly Endowment Inc: The Colon & 
Parenthesis! :) 

This very HAPPY couple was reunited when GIFT VII (Giving Indiana Funds for 
Tomorrow), a grant created to strengthen Indiana counties through their local 
Community Foundations, was announced. Bolstering communities through 
philanthropy has been a priority of Lilly Endowment since GIFT I was distributed 
in 1990—when our Foundation was just six years old. The initiative’s primary aim 
has always been to help Indiana community foundations develop the philanthropic 
capacity to identify, prioritize, and address local opportunities and challenges. 
The generosity of our community has been synergistically multiplied thanks to the 
visionary actions of Lilly Endowment. We will forever be grateful for their decades of 
support of the Grant County community.

A Match Made in Heaven
Speaking of marriage, another match made in heaven, perhaps the greatest couple 
of all time—matching dollars & our donors! If there’s one thing we know for sure,  
it’s that there’s nothing that puts a smile on a donor’s face like a matching 
opportunity—and GIFT VII offered three! These three sections each had specific, 
intentional objectives: 

A. The Board Match—to encourage the giving engagement of 100% of our 
Board of Directors.

B. The Unrestricted Match—to raise unrestricted, endowed donations 
targeted to grow our Give To Grant Collaborative–the funds we use for our 
grantmaking efforts.

C. The Restricted Match—to focus support geared toward the efforts of 
Thriving Grant County to help us reduce childhood poverty.

We’re happy :) to report that we completed all three matching opportunities early! 

Over 215 donors contributed to the GIFT VII Match & increased the power of our 
local grantmaking, to create greater impact in the community. 

Meeting these matches was a great way to punctuate our year. Proving yet again that 
we truly are better together.
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You are cordially invited
 to celebrate the marriage of 

The Colon & The Parenthesis

The Community Foundation & Lilly Endowment Inc.
Our Donors & A Terrific Match Opportunity.

And, most certainly, The Colon & The Parenthesis.

Cheers to the happy couples!



When it comes to questions, there are some classics, to be sure: “Will you marry 
me?”, “To be or not to be?”, “Who’s on first?”, “Who ya gonna call?”

When it comes to Community Foundations, the biggest question we get is, “How 
is giving through a Community Foundation different than giving to a standard 
nonprofit organization?” 

We have known for decades that we have a ginormous amount of generous 
people with big hearts and charitable inclinations: Grant County’s our name, but 
generosity’s our game. So, it’s no surprise that these donors would ask how to get a 
higher return on investment for every charitable dollar donated. 

We all work hard for our money, so investing it wisely is important—even when it 
comes to charitable giving. As a donor, you might even wonder how a donation to a 
Community Foundation can help your favorite nonprofit impact the current needs, 
while also supporting their longevity for generations. “How does it work?”, you ask. 
Great question! It’s as simple as this:

Your donation is placed into an endowed fund.
The fund generates earnings.
The earnings create money for grants.
The grants support local nonprofit causes of your choice.
The nonprofits do amazing work meeting community needs.
Your donation stays in the endowed fund and generates more earnings.
Your earnings support local nonprofit causes in our community. FOREVER.

It’s that simple. Giving to an endowed fund held at a community foundation 
ensures that your donation impacts the community both today and tomorrow. Wise 
investments grow your initial contribution and allow for philanthropic growth over 
time. It turns giving into GIVING.

Who ya 
gonna call?

12 
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So you already know you want your donation to have a longer shelf life—great! 
The next three questions will ensure your charitable donations help you meet your 
charitable goals with intentionality—Which? When? How? Considering those are 
three pretty big quesitons, we make it as easy as 1-2-3.

STEP 1: WHICH CHARITIES OR CHARITABLE CAUSES WOULD YOU LIKE TO IMPACT? 
• More than one is fine. 
• A charity is typically an existing organization; whereas a charitable 
 cause could be broad, like youth programs, the arts, or education.
• Or you could choose to donate directly to the Give to Grant   
 Collaborative and have your donation pooled with others to make an 
 even bigger impact in our community. 

STEP 2: WHEN DO YOU WANT TO GIVE? 
• Now.
• Later.
• Now and Later.

STEP 3: HOW DO YOU WANT TO GIVE?
• A quality ‘now’ choice would be Required Minimum Distributions or 
 appreciated stock.
• An ideal ‘later’ option would be a ‘transfer after death’ directly from your 
 financial planner to the Community Foundation. This avoids probate 
 which takes place when charity is included as part of a will or estate.

So, WHO ya gonna call? 
Well, we hope when it comes to leveraging your charitable donations in  

Grant County that you’ll call the Community Foundation.

WHO?

WHEN? HOW?

WHICH?
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REVOCABLE GIFTS

Cash or Check: Drop by the office with cash or mail a check with your specified 
fund/cause name written in the memo line. Or use your credit/debit cards online 
at GiveToGrant.org/DonorMarketplace and choose a fund you would like to 
support—It’s easy to make a donation like this; plus, you get an income tax 
deduction for the full amount of the gift. 

Securities: Typically, this is a transfer to charity of an appreciated asset (stocks, 
bonds) held for more than one year—You’ll receive a charitable income tax 
deduction for the full fair market value of the gift. Additionally, no capital gains 
tax is payable on the asset’s appreciated value.
 
Closely Held Stock: Business owners can give stock to charity and then the business 
may repurchase the same stock—Fair market value of stock is deductible as a 
charitable contribution which can help you avoid capital gains liability, too. 

New Fund: The minimum fund balance for a new fund is between $5,000–$50,000 
and we allow 24-months to accrue that total amount—Opening a fund of your own 
will directly support the cause(s) you are passionate about…forever! 

Em Dashing through the DoughEm Dashing through the Dough
Punctuation is important! As readers and writers, we often are so focused on the 
words of a story that we overlook the small little marks that give them meaning. 
Charitable giving functions in much the same way. While the cause a donor 
chooses to support is critical, the tool they use to make the charitable donation is 
frequently disregarded, but equally valuable. We like to equate it to one our favorite 
punctuation tools—the em dash.

The em dash, the longest of all the dashes, is just a dash the length of an M. That’s 
it! For such a simple symbol, it sure does pack some punctuation punch. The em 
dash is intentionally used to punctuate the main point. Whatever comes after the em 
dash is meant to draw special attention, amplify, or emphasize—just like charitable 
giving tools. 

The cause you choose to support is key, but don’t underestimate the charitable 
giving tool you choose to:

• Draw special attention to what your donation can be used to support.
• Amplify the depth and breadth of work that the nonprofit will be able to do 

based on when your gift will arrive.
• Emphasize how meaningful their work is by the type and size of the donation.

Below are a few tax-deductible giving options that could help you punctuate your 
charitable giving goals in a way that makes em dash impact for the causes you 
choose to support.

14 
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REVOCABLE GIFTS

Bequest: The use of this gift will be to direct your donation to a charity upon your 
death—The estate tax charitable deduction will be for the value of the gift; donor 
retains use and control of donation intended as a bequest gift. This is the most 
popular form of planned gift. 

Sample Bequest Language for making a Charitable Gift to the Community 
Foundation:
I give and bequeath and devise to The Community Foundation of Grant County, 
Indiana, Inc., a 501c(3) non-profit corporation organized under the laws of the State 
of Indiana and located in Marion, Indiana, _______ percent (_____%) of my estate 
OR the sum of $________________ OR all my right, title, and interest in the following 
described property: _____________________________ OR all rest, residue, and 
remainder of my estate to be used for the following purposes:  
________________________________________________________________
  
Other Important Details

• Our legal name is The Community Foundation of Grant County, Indiana, Inc.
• The Community Foundation is an IRS nonprofit corporation under the laws of 

the State of Indiana.
• Our tax identification number is 31-1117791.

Revocable Living Trust: You can set up a trust that directs disposition of assets, 
including gifts to charity; trusts can be revoked or changed—Minimizes costs and 
delays of probate; facilitates transfer of assets plan; is private, not public (unlike a 
will); continuity of asset management in the event of death or disability. 

Retirement Plan Assets: Charity named as a percentage beneficiary of retirement 
plan assets—May have estate planning benefits because income in respect of a 
decedent (IRD) is taxable to heirs, but not to charities. 

OTHER GIFTS  

IRA Charitable Rollover: IRA owners 70 ½ or older may order a distribution 
from their IRA directly to our organization—Money directed to a qualified 
charity is excluded from the donor’s gross income for federal tax purposes 
(up to $100,000) but counts towards the donor’s annual Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD). 

Life Insurance: Give a life insurance policy to a charity or designate charity as 
a beneficiary of your policy—Provides a charitable income tax deduction for 
donated policy.

Honorary or Memorial Tributes: Make a donation in honor of a special occasion to 
highlight a big achievement. Or, in times of sorrow when a friend or relative passes 
away, make a memorial gift—Either way, we’ll send the individual or their family a 
card to let them know a donation was made in their honor or in memory of their 
loved one.
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Advised 
Agency 

Endowment 
Fund

Designated 
Endowment

Fund

Do you want 
to decide 

what to fund 
annually?

Do you 
want to help 

choose a 
recipient?

In punctuation, brackets are used 
to put items in the same category or 
group. It works the same way with 
taxes, that’s why we have tax brackets.  
But, some people think you have to 
be in a high income tax bracket to be a 
donor to a Community Foundation.  So, 
we’re here to set the record straight!

You don’t have to be a millionaire to 
give like one. Nor do you have to be 
in a special income tax bracket to 
establish a fund with the Community 
Foundation. The category or group you 
fit into is the Generous Bracket.  

Are you a 
representative 
of a non-profit 

agency?

Do you 
want to fund 

a specific 
organization?

Do you want 
to fund a 

scholarship?

Advised 
 Endowment 

Fund

Discretionary 
Scholarship 
Endowment

Committee-
Advised 

Scholarship 
Endowment 

Fund 

Field of Interest 
Endowment 

Fund

Discretionary 
Endowment 

Fund

Do you 
want to fund 

a specific field of 
interest? (youth, 

animals, sports)

Do you want your 
charitable gift to 
have a long-term 

impact?

YESYES

YESYES

NONO

NONO

NONO NONO

NONO

NONO

YESYES

YESYES YESYES

YESYES

YESYES

The 
Generous 
Bracket
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Designated 
Pass-Through 

Fund

Advised 
Agency 

Pass-Through 
Fund

Field of Interest
Pass-Through 

Fund

Discretionary 
Pass-Through 

Fund

Do you 
want to help 

choose a 
recipient?

Do you want 
to decide 

what to fund 
annually?

Giving Chart

Literally hundreds of people just like you, 
generous folks all across Grant County 
have established endowed funds to meet 
your charitable giving goals in a way that 
will forever support the cause(s) you care 
about most. 

To open a fund, follow these three steps: 
(1) Determine what you want to   

name your fund. 
(2) Decide the purpose of your fund.   
(3) Donate to your fund frequently.

That’s it!  We’ll take care of the rest!  So, 
what are you passionate about in Grant 

Are you a 
representative 
of a non-profit 

agency

Do you 
want to fund 

a specific 
organization?

Do you want 
to fund a 

scholarship?

Committee-
Advised 

Scholarship 
Pass-Through 

Fund 

Discretionary 
Scholarship 

Pass-Through 
Fund

Advised 
Pass-Through 

Fund

Do you 
want to fund 

a specific field of 
interest? (youth, 

animals, sports)

NONO

NONO

NONO

NONO

NONO

NONO

NONO

YESYES

YESYES

YESYES

YESYES

YESYES

YESYES

County? What do you really care 
about or love in this community? Is 
there anything specific you’d like 
to support long after you’re gone? 
You can start making a difference 
now with your very own charitable 
endowed fund! 

Learn about all the ways you can 
give to your fund on pages 14-15. 

In the meantime, consider the type 
of fund you think best meets your 
charitable giving goals. Use the 
Giving Chart here to decide, then 
give us a call to make it official!
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Better Better 
TogetherTogether
It’s pretty obvious that we like to have a bit of fun with our Annual Report—that’s 
intentional! We happen to think that the work we get to do is wildly enjoyable. 
Philanthropy is fun! Consider this: We get to meet Grant County’s most generous 
people every single day—those donors range in age from 5 to 103—and we get to 
help Grant County’s most effective nonprofits through grantmaking. Essentially,  
we sit in-between those two outstanding groups of people as we turn 
the transaction of a charitable donation into the transformation of a community.  
There’s no doubt that we truly are better together!

And, you know what else is better together? Emoticons! Making their pop culture 
debut in the early ‘80s, Emoticons are punctuation marks, letters, and numbers 
combined to create pictorial icons to display an emotion. Emoticon = emotional icon. 
In the olden days, because of the old limits of our keyboards, we had to always read 
emoticons sideways—remember that!? Better known today as an Emoji, thanks to 
the introduction of the 2012 Apple keyboard, this all began with something as basic 
as punctuation. That just goes to show that punctuation is not only good alone, but 
even better together.

Below are a few of our favorite keyboard combos:

:)  Happy B)  Glasses :*  Kiss 

:(  Sad B|  Sunglasses  :-\  Unsure

:P  Tongue  >:(  Grumpy  -_-  Squint 

:D  Grin :/  Unsure >: O  Upset 

:O  Gasp  :’(  Cry :V  Pacman

;)  Wink  O:)  Angel  (^^^)  Shark

<3  Heart  </3  Broken Heart <(“)  Penguin
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While Emoticons and Emojis are often used interchangeably, they are different. 
Emojis are pictographs of faces, objects, and symbols. Luckily, we can use both easily 
nowadays. We can type in our favorite punctuation combinations and through the 
magic of technology, the pictograph automatically appears. Or, through a couple 
of quick keyboard clicks, you can open the world of Emojis up on your standard 
computer keyboard. Either option will open up a new-to-you emoji keyboard on your 
laptop or desktop computer. It’s just another way to punctuate your world and add a 
bit of fun into what’s been a really stressful year for everyone. Here’s How:

Press    and                  
 

and 

simultaneously on your MAC keyboard.

space bar

command

Press                        and

simultaneously on your Windows keyboard.

;

WINDOWS
Emojis and Emoticons

MAC
Emojis and Emoticons
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Who doesn’t love a classic movie line? Peppered within fictional stories and spoken 
by brilliant actors, we often find truth. Written by Stephen King, the Shawshank 
Redemption inspired us with these emotional words spoken by Morgan Freeman who 
played Ellis “Red” Redding, “Get busy living or get busy dying.” It’s challenging words 
like that, spoken with such conviction, that makes us want Morgan Freeman to narrate 
all of our Community Foundation stories. That delivery! That voice! It’s like buttah! It’s 
also likely why the idea of this newfound punctuation, the Morgan Freemark, was 
born. The Morgan Freemark is used to remind readers that they can read words in any 
voice they want, so why not Morgan Freeman’s ‘get busy living or get busy dying’ voice? 
  
It’s also our punctuation of choice when we talk about Impact Investing—the newest 
method the Foundation is using to leverage our endowment to advance much-needed 
social impact. Used in a manner similar to quotation marks, the Morgan Freemark 
looks (sounds) like this:

 Launching soon, the Bridge the Gap Loan – Grant County’s Affordable 
Alternative to Payday Lending, will provide financially vulnerable families with 
convenient, small-dollar, low-interest, flexible-term loans. This innovative 
hybrid loan program will provide families with immediate access to the cash 
they need to provide some much-needed financial stability—especially due to 

COVID-related financial strains—while also helping them build a savings account 
for future financial security and improving their credit score. The alternative 
payday lending program is made possible through a unique partnership between 
Afena Federal Credit Union and the Community Foundation of Grant County. 

That’s right! For the first time in Foundation history, we’ve embarked on our 
first Impact Investment! Participating in an impact investment like the Bridge the Gap 
program has been on our radar for quite some time and in our strategic plan for nearly 
two years now. So, it’s both exciting and timely that we are able to partner with Afena 
Federal Credit Union to help our most marginalized families recover from COVID-
related financial pressures and plan for a more stable and thriving future. 

Now, that’s Now, that’s 
gonna leave gonna leave 
a mark!a mark!

20 
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Impact Investing
Impact investing is a strategy wherein foundations like ours utilize a portion of our 
endowed investment portfolio with the intention to generate a measurable, beneficial 

social return & a financial return. Impact investments were created to provide capital 

to address social and/or environmental issues. In the case of Grant County, poverty is 
a systemic social issue that the Foundation has been addressing in many ways since 
2015. Therefore, the addition of this impact investment will simply be another layer 
of support for our community that will greatly complement the annual grantmaking 
we do to bolster the important work being done by multiple, local, non-profit 
organizations.

Afena will manage the Bridge the Gap program and use their specific lending 
knowledge to develop the loan terms and under-writing criteria, as well as designate 
a certified loan officer as a program ambassador. This staff member will be primarily 
responsible for meeting families where they are, such as at schools, workplaces, 
nonprofit offices, etc. & removing barriers to accessing the program. The program will 
also include financial coaching for all loan recipients. As the loans are paid back, Afena 
will be able to re-invest the available funding to assist even more families in need. 

It is the philosophy of Afena Federal Credit Union to work with our 
members to improve their financial health. In other words, our 
focus is not on making loans, but putting our members in a better 
financial position, said Karen Madry, President/CEO of Afena. 

Afena Federal Credit Union is Grant County’s only Community Development Financial 
Institution (CDFI). CDFIs work to empower low-income and underserved people and 
communities to enter the financial mainstream. This certification is a designation 
given by the CDFI Fund of the U.S. Department of the Treasury to specialized 
organizations that provide financial services in low-income communities and to people 
who lack access to financing.

The ampersand returns again—the Community Foundation & Afena Federal Credit 
Union—better together. If you are interested in learning more about the Bridge the 
Gap Loan–Grant County’s Affordable Alternative to Payday Lending, contact Afena 
Federal Credit Union at 765-664-8089. 
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The comma is one of the most misunderstood punctuation marks in the English 
language. Although understanding the correct usage of the comma can be confusing, 
it is not a lost cause. Without them, things would be much harder to read and 
understand—especially when your endowment is growing. All the more reason to 
respect the comma!

Commas, our favorite mathematical punctuation, are used with numbers to assist the 
reader when numbers get big—like growing endowments tend to do. They are placed 
every three decimal places to the left of the decimal point, which is marked with a 
period—a full stop. 

For example, check out these two beautifully placed commas highlighting our Total 
Assets: $28,450,538.00. We happen to think that commas rock!

The Community Foundation of Grant County, Indiana, Inc.
Consolidated Financial Statement

Financial Position: Combined Balance as of June 30, 2020

ASSETS
Cash ..................................................................................................504,381 

 Assets in Endowment Pool ............................................................25,795,541 

 Assets in Pass-Through Pool ............................................................ 1,857,077 

 Prepaid Expenses ..................................................................................8,720 

 Cash Surrender Value - Life Ins .............................................................10,954 

 Property, Equipment, Furnishings ..................................................... 273,865

Comma, 
Comma, 
Comma, 
Comma, 
Comma   
Chameleon

Total Assets
22 
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Comma, 
Comma, 
Comma, 
Comma, 
Comma   
Chameleon

LIABILITIES  
 Grants and Admin Expenses Payable ........................................................ 121,272 

Annuities Payable  ......................................................................................99,419

GIFT VII Deferred Income  .........................................................................316,503

TOTAL LIABILITIES .........................................................$537,194 

FUND BALANCES
Principal  ............................................................................................. 25,361,177

Spendable  ............................................................................................... 687,010

Change in Net Assets  ............................................................................ 1,865,157

TOTAL FUND BALANCES  .........................................$27,913,344

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES  .. $28,540,538

You come and grow, you come and grow!
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It was another big year here at 
the Community Foundation! In 
a safe and socially-distanced 
manner, we were able to 
serve our donors, serve local 
nonprofits, and serve as a 
catalyst for positive change 
in Grant County once again. 
You knew this tall, dark, and 
handsome punctuation giant 
would eventually make a grand 
appearance! And there’s no 
better symbol to express the 
gratitude we have for everyone 
involved in the achievements 
we’ve had this past year. 
Consider this entire report as an 
enormous THANK YOU from us, 
emphasized by the ever-faithful, 
ever-true Exclamation Point! 

Highlights & 
Milestones & 
Successes, Oh My!
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We’re an advocate for local philanthropy and dedicated 
to improving the lives of people in the Grant County 
area. Since 1984, the Foundation has been working 
with donors to establish charitable funds to support 
non-profit organizations and causes through a variety 
of grantmaking efforts. The $1,902,791 in grantmaking 
awarded during the 2019-2020 Fiscal Year is a result of 
their generosity. 

Like the apostrophe, we offer a shortened more direct 
path for donors to meet their charitable goals and for 
nonprofits to meet their fundraising goals. It’s efficiently 
and effectively bringing two things together and 
creating big impact.

We give the grant & they make it happen—that’s 
grantmaking! 

Nonprofits could make it happen without us, but it would 
likely take longer. However, because of the combination 
of our donors, the endowment, and our strategic grants 
process, we expedite the opportunity for nonprofits to 
obtain funding. Like an apostrophe combines words to 
expedite speech, the Community Foundation and donors 
work together to expedite the opportunity for nonprofits 
to obtain the funding they need to meet their missions.

On Your Marks!

26 



    2019 - 2020  •  Annual Report  27

Health

Scholarships

Human 
Services

Arts &
Culture

Education

25%

20%

17%

17%

9%
12%

Community 
Development

2019-2020 
Fiscal Year 
Grantmaking

Total Amount Granted
$1,902,791
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Giving is the heart of what we do here at the Community 
Foundation. Every year, we grant between $1 and $3 Million to 
nonprofits, community entities, and college-bound students here 
in Grant County. From gardens and pickleball courts, to COVID 
relief efforts and Habitat homes, we fund a variety of causes that 
promote sustainable impact towards the betterment of Grant 
County. 

Our Grant Cycles are designed as local partnerships. This is why 
the ever-so-balanced Love Point punctuation mark is the ideal 
way to describe our grantmaking relationships. Created with two 
compounded question marks sharing one single point—on one 
side is the charitable cause, on the other side is the Community 
Foundation, and joined by the end point we’re both seeking 
joining us at the center. You see, grantmaking isn’t only about 
granting money, it’s about the bigger impact achieved as a result 
of the partnership—and we really love that!

The 
Love 
Point

28
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Cycle 1: The Third Path Capacity Building Cohort Cycle 1: The Third Path Capacity Building Cohort 
Organizations in Grant County who are using the Covid-19 crisis to leverage a 
Third Path that leads  from failure or setback to a place where we are even stronger 
than we were before the fall. Organizations will co-apply with one or more other 
organizations to be included in a three-year capacity-building cohort. Organizations 
approved for this cohort will also receive up to $50,000 annually to deepen the 
relationship with their co-applicant.

Design Thinking Session: January 15, 2021
Application Open: January 15, 2021 - February 12, 2021, 11:59pm
Reviews: February 13, 2021 - February 21, 2021
Distribution Committee Meeting: February 24, 2021
Announce Winner(s): February 26, 2021

Cycle 2: Scholarship Grant CycleCycle 2: Scholarship Grant Cycle
Scholarships for Grant County students.

Application Open: November 1, 2020 - January 31, 2021
Reviews: January 31, 2021 - March 20, 2021
Meeting: March 25, 2021
Offers: April 1, 2021
Verification: April 1, 2021 - April 15, 2021
Awards: July 1, 2021
Checks Sent to Universities: August 1, 2021

Cycle 3: Give to Grant CycleCycle 3: Give to Grant Cycle
Proposals $2,500 to $10,000. Organizations have the option to crowdfund if 
they want up to $20,000, or if they want to leverage our dollars with a matching 
campaign.

Application Open: January 18, 2021 - March 24, 2021
Reviews: March 25, 2021 - April 9, 2021
Distribution Committee Meeting: April 21, 2021
Announce Winner(s): April 23, 2021

Cycle 4: Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship Program Grant CycleCycle 4: Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship Program Grant Cycle
Four year, full-tuition scholarship for Grant County graduating high school seniors.

Application Open: August 1, 2021 - September 12, 2021
Reviews: September 13, 2021 - September 27, 2021
Scholarship Sub-Committee Meeting: October 4, 2021
Announce Winner(s): Early December

  
Cycle 5: CAPE Grant CycleCycle 5: CAPE Grant Cycle
To financially support Grant County, Indiana organizations that offer career 
exploration experiences, provide career guidance and counseling, and encourage 
workplace internships and job shadows.

Application Open: September 14, 2021 - October 26, 2021
Reviews: November 2, 2021 - November 16, 2021
CAPE Committee Meeting: November 17, 2021
Announce Winner(s): November 29, 2021



The Wait, What Paradox
Have you ever had that feeling where you knew you needed to wait—simply take 
a beat—because you didn’t know exactly what your next steps should be? It’s our 
newly defined Wait, What Paradox. 

It’s no surprise that our local nonprofits have a tough job. Resources are scarce and 
the community needs are abundant. Yet they always seemed to find a way to make it 
work. Then, COVID happened. 

COVID has impacted all of us. Some reading this have lost friends or relatives, 
others have missed work or school because you had the disease yourself, and we all 
endured the painstaking solitude of a state-mandated quarantine. But some were 
frontline workers who couldn’t find childcare. Some were furloughed from their 
jobs and had to figure out how to pay for medication. Some didn’t have technology 
to do e-learning or attend online counseling appointments. Some didn’t even have 
transportation to drive to their child’s school to pick up the meals that were provided 
for free—if you had a car to get there. 

WAIT,

WHAT?

30 
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We knew that our community had some of these issues in January—pre COVID—but 
they escalated exponentially once the virus hit Grant County. That’s when we 
discovered the very real Wait, What Paradox.

After our Rapid Response Grantmaking Cycle where we awarded $129,127 to local 
nonprofits to address the most critical COVID-related issues, we knew we needed to 
wait before we took our next steps, yet we didn’t know exactly what to do. After all, 
this was our first pandemic! We didn’t have the playbook to tell us what to do or even 
what not to do. But we did know one thing—we wanted to help our community come 
back stronger once this was all said and done. So, we took the pause and we waited. 
And during that wait time we read and researched and realized a great deal. That’s 
when we discovered The Third Path.
     
The Third Path is a concept outlined in a book entitled The Happiness Advantage by 
Shawn Achor. This model helps us avoid two common path pitfalls following any 
crisis: backsliding and going back to ‘normal’. Instead, it honors The Third Path—
bouncing back better than before. Achor defines our ability to find The Third Path as, 
“the difference between those who are crippled by failure and those who rise above it.” It 
was then that we knew exactly what we needed to do!

The Third Path Cohort Grant was established to encourage more nonprofit 
partnerships as a way to (a) systemically serve the citizens of the Grant County 
community, (b) increase our overall quality of life in measurable and sustainable 
ways, and (c) build our leadership capacity through intentional, structured 
professional development. This is the first grant cycle in which the Foundation has 
intentionally focused on Community Leadership. Therefore, the recipients selected 
to receive The Third Path Cohort Grant in early 2021 will commit to participating in a 
3-year capacity-building cohort in which they will receive 3-years of grant funding in 
addition to professional development training for all organizations in the cohort. 
          
We believe that the Third Path can be best achieved when we work together. And 
now we also believe in the Wait, What Paradox—that opportunity to purposefully 
pause so that you can make an educated decision about what the next bold step 
should be to bounce back. 

Visit www.GiveToGrant.org/TheThirdPath for more details and follow us on social 
media or via our eNewsletter to keep up-to-date on The Third Path 2021 Cohort.
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Community Foundation 
Board of Directors

The Community Foundation’s Board of Directors is comprised of 20 hard-working, 
professional, business-savvy, philanthropic-minded community members. They 
truly are the Quotation Marks of our team because it’s their job to tell us what 
everyone else says. They use their skills, their networks, and their geographical 
locations to ensure that the voices of Grant County are represented around our 
Board Room table—or Zoom Screen, as it has been in 2020. 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed, citizens can change the world.
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”

– Margaret Mead

32 

The Staff at the Community Foundation is abundantly gratefully to our Board!

Mylon Logan, Past Chair

Marty Harker
Secretary

John Jones

Heath Crouch

Dru McCoy

Georgette Miller

Eric Marshall

Jeannie Walts

Jay Ross

Cory Powell

Pastor Mark Atkinson

Chris Kennedy

Andre Payne

Kyle Persinger

Jennifer LeeCarol Brown

Jackie Certain

Kyle Speakman, Treasurer

Dan Carey, Vice Chair

Valerie McHarry, Chair
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A Message from our Board Chair
Dear Friends, 

What a year 2020 has been so far! Maybe we will wake 
up one day (hopefully soon) and determine we no 
longer need to have a face mask in our back pocket; 
and we will not hesitate to give someone a handshake 
or a <<hug>>. I’m all for handing out <<hugs>> to my 
family and friends! I cannot count how many times 
I’ve started to go in for a handshake or <<hug>> and 
backed away once I realized my habits are no longer as 
cool as they once were.

At the Community Foundation we are doing our part  n handing out virtual <<hugs>> 
to our community partners. When Covid-19 first began, we saw a noticeable gap in 
needs being met to those most at-risk in our community. We began meeting virtually 
(and weekly) with our Executive Committee in order to distribute much-needed Rapid 
Response Grants. What a wonderful way to use charitable funds to help those in need 
due to a very unexpected and unusual situation. We were able to provide funding for 
non-profits to purchase Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) when it was scarce and 
purchase computer equipment to meet virtually with clients. We came together to 
determine the needs and make things happen quickly. 

We also made headway with a new-fangled approach to supporting causes–Impact 
Investing. If you haven’t heard of this somewhat new type of investing, it is defined 
as ‘Investments made into companies, organizations, and funds with the intention 
to generate a measurable, beneficial social or environmental impact alongside 
a financial return. Impact investments provide capital to address social and/or 
environmental issues.’ At the Community Foundation, we have officially started 
Impact Investing! 

We wouldn’t be able to help our community partners and begin making impact 
investments without donors like you. Donors are the only possible way we can fulfill 
our mission and continue to impact our community. Since we are limited in giving real 
<<hugs>> this year, maybe donations to the Community Foundation can be your new 
way to give your community a <<hug>>!?

I’m proud to be a part of the Community Foundation Board for another year. What 
an amazing staff and board I am fortunate to work with. I also proud to be part of the 
amazing changes that are happening in our community as a result. You, too, can be 
proud of the changes in the community. You can do this by going out and spreading 
virtual <<hugs>> by donating! As with most <<hugs>>, you’ll be glad you did!

 <<hugs>>,

Valerie McHarry
Board Chair 
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Dawn Brown 
President/Chief Executive Officer
Dawn@GiveToGrant.org
I am courage, respect, & vision. 

Sherri Rush
Chief Financial Officer
Sherri@GiveToGrant.org
I am competence, hope, & love. 

Shelly Jones
Development Manager
Shelly@GiveToGrant.org
I am authentic, adaptable, & intuitive. 

Meagan Mathias
Community Investment Manager
Meagan@GiveToGrant.org
I am zest, curiosity, & teamwork. 

Loretta Tappan
Operations Manager
Loretta@GiveToGrant.org 
I am connection, kindness, & fairness. 

Cathy Weatherspoon
Executive Director; Thriving Grant County 
Cathy@ThrivingGrantCounty.com
I am wisdom, perseverance, & gratitude. 

A question, 
a contribution, 
a solution, 
a celebration, 
a recommendation, 
a communication, 
a connection, 
a donation, or 
a punctuation?

Then contact us! 
We’d love 

to help you out!

34 



    2019 - 2020  •  COFO  35

OUR VALUES
We strive to be:

Committed to ethical behavior &
Welcoming and inclusive &

Open and collaborative &
Continuously learning and innovative &

Appreciative of our geographic boundaries &
Celebratory when we succeed.

The & is who we are... 
the connector of endless possibilities. 

OUR MISSION: 
The mission of the 
Community Foundation of 
Grant County is to connect 
people, resources, & 
causes to promote 
sustainable impact 
towards the betterment of 
Grant County.

OUR VISION: 
The Community 
Foundation of Grant 
County serves donors, 
serves nonprofits, & 
serves the community 
with the intent of building 
endowments to provide 
income for local charitable 
causes now & forever.

OUR COMMITMENT: 
The Community 
Foundation of Grant 
County is committed to 
developing a permanent 
endowment for the 
community, serving 
donors with various 
interests and at various 
levels of giving, & 
assessing and responding 
to emerging and changing 
needs of the community.



The End. 

The work continues…

765-662-0065 • GiveToGrant.org • SayHello@GiveToGrant.org
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INSTAGRAM
give_to_grant

SPOTIFY
givetogrant

GOODREADS
givetogrant


